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Green Hippo  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In December we finally got round to painting the wood panels on which the 

pictures are mounted on the Hippodrome facia. They do look much better, and 

so far have remained unharmed. Perhaps Ripley people do value their history 

after all! 

RUDC Chain of Office: Chairs’ Biographies 

As reported in the last newsletter, we have recently restored the chain of office 

of the Chairs of Ripley Urban District Council from 1952 and 1984. We hope to 

have it displayed in the Town Hall soon. 
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To go with it, we have been preparing short biographies of the men and women 

whose names appear on the chain. One page of the booklet is shown below. 

 

1959: Arthur William Daley (1899-1985) 

Son of Arthur James Daley from 

Barrow-on-Soar, an iron furnace 

man at Butterley and later co-owner 

of the bus company. 

In 1921 he was a coal miner, out of 

work; by 1925 a bus driver; in 1939 

listed as “private means”; in 1959 a 

retired garage proprietor. 

He was a partner in the Pippin bus 

service with his father. 

Married Annie Annable in 1924 at 

Denby St Marys 

First elected in 1939 as ratepayers candidate. 

 

Pictured with his father in front of their new Pippin bus 
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Cowbridge Footbridge 

We were recently sent rather fine photographs by Alastair Massie of the 

footbridge over the Maud Foster Drain in Lincolnshire, built by Butterley in 1811 

and still in use! 
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Nuttall Family 

“Nuttall’s Park“ still appears on maps of Ripley, but who was Nuttall? 

Joseph William Nuttall (1809-1883) came from Nottinghamshire and was perhaps 

originally a lacemaker but seems to have set up in business as a draper in Belper, 

and then moved to Ripley, probably around 1843. 

He was overseer for the poor in 1864 and was one of the original 12 members of 

the Ripley Local Board in 1867, when the Board replaced the medieval Vestry 

Committee as the local government. In 1868 his house on the Market Place was 

targeted by anti-Tory rioters in the disturbances over the election.  

He seems to have retired to 

Leamington, possibly for health reasons, 

and died there in 1883. This is probably 

the origin of the name Leamington 

Street: Nuttall bought and sold land, 

and may well have developed the 

street.  

He is pictured here in the photo taken 

to celebrate his initiation as a mason in 

1870. 

By 1869, his son William (1844-1916) 

was a partner in the business and Frank 

Mansey says he developed Shirley Road 

in 1904, and that in the 19th century, the 

Nuttalls lived at the “White House” 

which occupied the plot where the Town Hall now stands, pre- 1880. 

William was succeeded by his son, Colin Hartley Nuttall (1870-1961) but the 

business seems to have dwindled in his hands, moving out of the Market Place to 

Heage Road. 

At the height of the firm’s prosperity, however, not only were they developing 

land, they also were attempting to take on the mighty Co-op, as the advert in the 

Alfreton Journal of April 23rd 1880 shows: 
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Their bonus system even seems to have used tokens 

like the one shown here, very similar to those issued 

by Ripley Co-operative. 

If anyone has any of the surviving tokens, we would 

love to add them to our collection. 

Thanks to Ken Brockway for spotting the ad and 

drawing it to our attention. 
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Marshall Film Progress 

Thanks to literally years of work by Mike Frost, the story of John Marshall is now 

finished and on Youtube – just search for “John Marshall, Ripley’s Edwardian 

Entrepreneur”.  

We also intend to have a few copies of the film on DVD available for purchase, 

and Rob Lane, a descendant of John Marshall, is helping to put this together. 

Update on the Murfin Family Album 

In the last newsletter, I explained how we had been gifted a family album by the 

RHS at Wisley, with no idea who it showed other than that there was a Ripley 

connection.  

We have since been contacted by descendants of the Murfin family of Sandham 

Farm, to give us more details of the family and identify some of the people and 

places shown in it.  

BIT Update 

The Butterley ironworks Trust continue to try to influence those who own and 

control the site to move forward on the repair and restoration of the blast 

furnace wall. They have been in contact with Amber Valley’s new MP, who is 

supportive, and with the new agents for the owners Aquarius. 

They will be meeting shortly with Ripley Town Council to try to enlist their help. 

Meanwhile, the site itself, with the exception of the buildings renovated by Tim 

Godkin, continues to deteriorate. 

Ripley Town Guide 

As last year, the town Council will be publishing a Town Guide for 2025, via 

thecreativemedia.co.uk.  

RDHT will provide a number of pages of historical content, different from last 

year. The Guide should be available in a month or so. 
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