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Chair’s Report 

As a large proportion of this year has been spent by all 

of us in voluntary isolation and I myself have been 

struggling with health issues and have not been in 

attendance for much of the time, I thought it would be 

appropriate to take a retrospective view of the Trust to 

record where we started and where we are now. 

It is almost ten years since a member of Ripley U3A 

contacted me as coordinator of the Local History Group 

to ask if we could give any assistance to the remaining 

members of R.D.H.T. who had found themselves in an impossible position.  I was 

invited to what we now call “the shed” and duly went along to what was 

effectively an interview.  There were four people waiting for me; there was room 

for one chair on which sat Frank Mansey and the remaining attendees stood in 

what remained of the floor space. There was no room to close the door so I 

stood in the doorway but I very quickly realised the desperation and sadness that 

prevailed.   It was as though someone had thrown numerous boxes and loose 

artefacts into the room without any thought or care and the ageing members 

just did not know where to turn.   These people had spent so much time creating 

a valuable record of Ripley’s past which had been completely violated.  My 

“interview” lasted most of the afternoon and I promised to do all I could to 

resurrect the project which was fast becoming extinct. 

Frank Mansey had established R.D.H.T., initially holding meetings at his home but 

eventually negotiating the use of a suite of rooms in the building which is now 

occupied by Amber Valley C.V.S.  The accommodation had its own entrance off 

Slack Lane and over time a number of set pieces were created including a coal 

face and a schoolroom.  The Centre had an excellent reputation and welcomed 

groups from both local and area schools.  Local residents too were regular 

visitors. 

The Local History Group was due to visit Heage Hall with lunch at the Spanker Inn 

for its next meeting.   I shared my concerns with the group at this meeting and 

there was sufficient interest to feel that this important part of Ripley’s history 

could be revived.   

 

Frank Mansey 
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A group of us then commenced the mammoth task of sorting and collating the 

records and artefacts.  We were very fortunate at this point to be joined by 

Hannah, a relative of one of the original members.  Hannah was studying to be a 

conservator at university and needed some practical experience.  She gave 

invaluable help, teaching us how to preserve all the precious fabric artefacts that 

had been donated. 

Eventually we made some headway into the enormous pile. Ripley Town Council 

under the leadership of Steve Freeborn called a public meeting in an attempt to 

revive interest in Ripley’s heritage with a particular focus on the Butterley site.   

We attended this meeting and eventually the groups joined together; this 

renewed interest gave us impetus and a newly (re)formed R.D.H.T. was 

constituted.  As the Butterley Site was so specific a separate Trust (the Butterley 

Ironworks Trust) was constituted to work on its preservation. 

We have spent many hours over this past ten years preserving small (and large) 

treasures brought in by local residents and have made great efforts to share the 

collection we now hold with the public.  We have held Heritage Days, created a 

website and a quarterly newsletter and have regularly placed articles in the local 

press; but nothing compensates for accommodation that is open to, and is part 

of, the local community.  

When we re-established the Trust there was optimism that accommodation 

could be found to house the Heritage Centre within the council buildings which 

could be open to the public thus giving them the opportunity to see and 

appreciate the now considerable collection. Sadly this has not happened and the 

options are narrowing.  There was a glimmer of hope that space may be found on 

the Butterley Site but this will certainly not happen in the foreseeable future 

though there are plenty of empty shops in Ripley and may soon be more (many 

with historical connections). The footprint of the original Hippodrome is still 

intact and this would be big enough to house a Centre and Gallery with direct 

access to the High Street.   Is there a benefactor out there who would be 

prepared to help us and Ripley out? 

The Minutes, produced by Vera, give an account of the activities and thanks are 

extended to her for her efforts.  Thanks, as always, are also extended to Jane for 

keeping our financial affairs in order.       

Joyce Slack           July 2020   
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Agnes Slack (1858-1946) 

Ripley may not be known for its rejection of alcohol, but at one time in the 

nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, there was a thriving temperance 

movement in the town. It was needed: the miners and ironworkers drank freely, 

and the town was stuffed with pubs. 

Out of this background came one of the most remarkable people the town has 

produced. Agnes Slack was born into a fairly well-off family living in Greenhill 

House, on the road known first as Coppice Lane, then Station Road and now 

Peasehill. Her father Thomas owned a brickmaking business. He and his first wife 

Elizabeth were childless, but when she died in 1856, he remarried and had three 

children whilst in his fifties. Agnes’ brother, John Bamford Slack, was a solicitor 

who eventually became an MP and was knighted. The children were brought up 

to be confident, well-educated and strictly temperance. Agnes went to school to 

the age of 14 at Miss Fletcher’s Academy, in Greenwich House on Nottingham 

Road. “Miss” Fletcher was actually Mrs Mary Ann Fletcher, the wife of brewer 

Henry Edward Fletcher, the son of one of Ripley’s first doctors, William Henry 

 

Greenhill House 
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Fletcher. She was also her husband’s second wife, the first being her sister 

Elizabeth who died in 1864. She married Henry in 1869, and had three children in 

the following five years before Henry died in 1874.  Mary was left with 7 children 

to look after, as well as the school which had been started sometime in the 1860s 

and took half a dozen boarders as well as day pupils like Agnes. Miss Fletcher 

must have been pretty remarkable in her own right. In her biography of Agnes, 

Aelfrida Tillyard comments that “in a time when schools were often of the 

Gradgrind type, Miss Fletcher believed in making the children love their work and 

enjoy coming to school…she inspired her pupils to wish to learn and discover and 

think for themselves.” 

One of the few memories of childhood recounted in the biography was that of 

the children running from their house to watch trains on the railway: “The line to 

Derby was a single line, and the place for turning round the engines was just at 

the foot of the Slack’s fields. “Come on, Aggie, there’s a train!” John would cry, 

and then the three children would dash across the field, climb the fence and sit 

astride, kicking their heels joyously, whilst the heavy engine was swung 

mysteriously round.” The turntable can clearly be seen on maps of the time. 

It is also interesting to note that just up the road on Peasehill was a brick works, 

possibly Agnes’ father’s. Greenhill House was also very close to Station Terrace, a 

row of badly built slum houses which were one of the worst areas of housing in 

the town and whose inhabitants were often before the courts. Their home may 

have had lawns with peacocks strutting around, but the children could not have 

been unaware of the poverty surrounding them. Agnes’ life in Ripley would have 

centred around home, school, and the Wesleyan Chapel in Church Street, where 

she played the organ, as well as sports and horse-riding. She also, at 13, ran a 

Sunday School class for little girls in the Chapel. At 14, her mother, who by now 

was running the household as Thomas was in ill health, decided that Agnes 

should go to a boarding school in Lincoln and be prepared for the Oxford Junior 

and Senior Local examinations, which at the time was still fairly unusual for a girl. 

Agnes passed them easily, and also took organ lessons from a Mr Young, the 

organist of Lincoln Cathedral. The school was old-fashioned and religious : pupils 

went to church or chapel twice on Sundays and then had to write an account of 
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the sermon! She later took Summer Schools in Bible Studies at Oxford and 

Cambridge. 

She returned from school to Ripley, and threw herself into chapel and charitable 

work. She ran a girls’ Sunday School and organised a Monday afternoon Mothers’ 

Meeting, a clothing club, summer outing fund and banking fund. The women, 

most of them colliers’ wives, were invited to tea at Greenhill House and played 

rounders, an experience very different from their everyday lives. There were also 

Bible classes, of course. She visited women in their homes, and saw poverty at 

close quarters. She discovered, according to her biographer, that many of the 

women dreaded the effort (and the drunkenness) of Christmas, so organised a 

Christmas Day’s party for them and their husbands, giving up her own Christmas 

 

Turntable 
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day to do so. Tillyard does not mention what happened to their children, or how 

keen the women were to spend their Christmas in the company of the straight-

laced Miss Slack. 

Gradually, during her twenties and thirties, she became more involved in wider 

political circles, and especially those connected with temperance, having 

apparently “taken the pledge” at a meeting in 1883 whilst staying with a friend in 

London. In 1893, apparently at the suggestion of Frederick Strutt (a Liberal and a 

teetotaller), she stood for election to the Board of Guardians. She took the 

challenge seriously, putting out an address to ratepayers and speaking at a public 

meeting. She was elected, beating Marshall Hooper, the doctor and local 

dignitary by 899 votes to 361, an astonishing victory. She was the first woman to 

take a seat on a public board in Derbyshire. One of the first things she did was to 

persuade the Board to stop the customary issue of beer to workhouse inmates 

on festive occasions, substituting money. She also had a habit of visiting the 

workhouse (in Belper) before each meeting of the Board. 

At some point in the late 1880s or early 

1890s she managed, through the 

intervention of Walter Foster, the local 

Liberal MP (Ripley was in the Ilkeston 

constituency) to visit local prisons, 

especially womens’. Here she again 

came across the effects of alcoholism, 

since many of the prisoners’ 

convictions were for being drunk and 

disorderly. Her biographer tells a story 

of her meeting one woman under 30 

who had been convicted ninety-five 

times for drunkenness. When she 

spoke to a magistrate about the 

woman, he admitted that there was 

little they could do: they jailed her to 

keep her away from the drink. There 

was, of course, little sense that alcohol 

was an addictive substance at the time. 
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By 1895, she was heavily involved with 

both the Ripley and the Derbyshire 

Women’s Liberal Associations. That year 

she was persuaded by Lady Henry 

Somerset to take on the role of Secretary 

of the British Womens Temperance 

Association, and then at the urging of the 

American Frances Willard, also the role of 

secretary of the World’s Woman’s 

Christian Temperance Union. She gave up 

her role as organist at the Wesleyan 

Chapel, and all of her work in Ripley, as she 

would from then on spend much of her life 

travelling in the cause of temperance. 

Although most of her work concerned 

trying to persuade people to give up 

alcohol, encouraging prohibition, and dealing with the effects of alcoholism, 

Agnes shared many of the views of Lady Henry Somerset and Frances Willard on 

 

 

Agnes Slack Addressing troops in India in 1907 
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women’s suffrage and other issues, and was a powerful public speaker and 

campaigner. She also supported W.T. Stead in his campaign to raise the age of 

consent from 13 to 16.  

She travelled across the world, spending much time in the USA and in India. The 

claim was that she travelled 200,000 miles across four continents in the cause of 

temperance.   

In 1926, Aelfrida Tillyard produced her biography of Agnes, and in the same year 

Agnes became the first woman to preach at Wesley’s Chapel in London. She 

married in 1943 at the age of 85, and died three years later in Kettering. 

The Pure Order of United Britons 

The Pure Order of United Britons was a friendly society, formed around 1864, 

with branches across the East Midlands and several outposts in South and West 

Yorkshire and the West Midlands. Its Ripley Branch, the ‘Do Well Lodge’ was 

particularly strong and survived until 1949, a year after the foundation of the 

National Health Service.  

Friendly Societies were hugely important organisations in the days before state 

welfare provision as they insured workers against times of hardship, with 

payments made for sickness, unemployment and funeral expenses. Millions of 

people joined societies in the industrial era, and with their rule books, 

committees and formal meetings, they offered opportunities for workers to gain 

experience of running democratic organisations and develop skills which would 

enable them to become active in politics or other aspects of public life. 

An offshoot of the Oddfellows, the Pure Order of United Britons (POUB), like 

other friendly societies, invoked a mythical past with its name suggesting an 

ancient lineage, and its rule book, rituals and regalia reinforced  its ‘heritage’ and 

lent it a moral legitimacy. This helped the Order to be seen as trustworthy by 

both its members and the outside world. Respectability was essential, 

particularly in the Victorian period, and societies such as the POUB were keen to 

be seen to uphold the morals and standards prevalent at the time.  

Sociability was an important part of the life of the friendly societies, with 

meetings in the public house, as well as feast days, galas and processions. 

Although heavy drinking was discouraged, conviviality, singing and pleasurable 
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discourse were all part of society life, helping to engender a sense of belonging 

and cement the bonds of membership. In 1897, an ‘excellent repast’ was enjoyed 

at the Cock Hotel, Ripley by 70 members, a singer entertained the audience with 

‘exceptional taste’ and toasts were made to the surgeon and to ‘the Butterley 

Company (whose employees probably made up a large proportion of local 

members) and other employers of labour’. 

Church Street and the Cock Hotel, Ripley 

In July 1900, the Ripley United Friendly Societies Gala and Demonstration was 

held on a field near the station on Nottingham Road, and crowds were 

entertained by the Besses-o’-the-Barn Brass Band and the Church Lads Fife and 

Drum Brigade. The POUB was joined by the Loyal Order of Ancient Shepherds, 

the Ancient Order of Foresters and Derby Midland Order of Oddfellows as they 

processed to the gala. After the bands, entertainment continued with a troupe of 

gymnasts and ring-walkers, knife and tomahawk throwers, and a horizontal bar 

act. Refreshments were provided by the White Lion Hotel, Ripley and a ‘unique 

firework display’ which according to the Ripley and Heanor News, was ‘probably 

better than any previously given in the surrounding district’.  

The pleasurable aspects of membership were balanced by a fairly rigid set of 

rules, with punitive measures imposed for transgressions. For example, members 
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guilty of blaspheming or 

insulting a fellow member were 

fined one shilling; members 

sleeping, laying wagers, or 

reading books or papers not 

relating to lodge business at 

any meeting, were to be fined 

threepence, and members 

disobeying the presiding 

officers fined a shilling. Those in 

receipt of sickness allowance 

were not allowed out of the 

house at night after 8pm in 

summer and 6pm in winter, and 

were prevented from visiting 

the pub without permission 

from the surgeon (GP) or the 

Lodge.  

 

Cover of the sole surviving POUB rule book, from Newton, Derbyshire (Courtesy The 

National Archives) 

The Annual Moveable Committee (AMC) was the equivalent of the AGM, when 

all lodges came together to discuss finances and policy. The 1893 AMC was held 

at the Cock Hotel, where 48 lodges were represented and the health of the Order 

celebrated, with £2500 in the funeral fund, and 2450 members in the Derbyshire 

area. By the start of the First World War, the Order had started to decline, but 

Ripley and surrounding area defied the trend and became a stronghold, with its 

Ripley and Waingroves Lodges accounting for 390 members out of a total 

membership of 1318. At its 1917 AMC, again held at the Cock Hotel, Order 

Secretary Thomas Leaman read out the names of those members who had 

perished in the war, confirming that all death claims had been honoured : 

‘Thousands of young lives had been sacrificed, of which our small Order had 

been called upon to bear its share’.  

At its half-yearly meeting in July 1923, the Do Well Lodge was still in robust 

health. The meeting, at its usual venue the Cock, heard that the lodge was in a 
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‘flourishing condition’ with between 300 and 400 members, and with 14 new 

members proposed. That the Ripley lodge continued to function through the 

1930’s and into the 1940’s is testament to how highly its services were valued, as 

well as to the selfless efforts of its volunteer officials who kept it going for over 

80 years. 

Wherever money is involved, there is always the potential for criminal activity, 

and the POUB was not immune to fraudulent activity. John Kew, a shoemaker 

from Marlpool was sentenced to six months imprisonment with hard labour in 

November 1885 following his conviction for stealing £65 6s from the trustees of 

the Marlpool Peace and Goodwill Lodge of the POUB. Perhaps because the 

societies were totally reliant on volunteers, they were also vulnerable to those 

who were untrustworthy.  

The Pure Order of United Britons was a good example of working class 

voluntarism and collective self-help in the days before national insurance, the 

health service and welfare state. Friendly societies, through the sociability 

provided by membership, offered an escape from workers’ mundane lives of 

labour, and gave them protection from lost income through ill health and 

accidents at work.  

Phil Henshaw, September 2020 

Burtons 
 
I never thought I would say this, but I miss shopping.  
 
I'm no shopaholic and I hate having to make choices but I have missed the 
occasional browse. Perhaps it's more the freedom to do as I like rather than 
follow the restrictions imposed by this invisible foe. 
 
A recent outing to Winster got me interested in shops. We had stopped to ponder 
the Burton Institute, a well maintained smart meeting room that could once have 
been a chapel. As we discussed the possibilities a couple approached keen to 
share the delights of the village.  
 
It was, we were told, rebuilt as a teetotal reading room at the start of the 20th 
century by a village lad made good and named in his honour. That man was 
Joseph Burton, born in Winster in 1832, whose name adorned the Nottingham 
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Council House 
arcade for many 
years. 
 
Two websites offer 
more information 
than it is 
appropriate to 
repeat here. It 
appears that 
Burton's grocery 
store in the 
Exchange Arcade in 
Nottingham was 
famous and won 
awards for their 
window dressing, (a 
talent that survives 
to this day at a pharmacy in Ripley.)  You can find out more about Burton’s here: 
https://www.nottinghampost.com/news/history/remember-shopping-famous-
city-centre-2103239  

 

 

Burtons in the Exchange Arcade in Nottingham 

https://www.nottinghampost.com/news/history/remember-shopping-famous-city-centre-2103239
https://www.nottinghampost.com/news/history/remember-shopping-famous-city-centre-2103239
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From humble beginnings as a blacksmiths son in Winster the Burton empire grew, 
but businesses acquired around 1900 in Heanor, Eastwood and Alfreton 
continued to trade under their own name. Expansion continued with outlets as 
far afield as Sheffield and Coventry, reaching 200 shops by 1960. However, 
changing shopping habits and the advent of the supermarket meant that the 
shops struggled to make a profit and the family firm was taken over by Fine Fare. 
See also http://www.nottsheritagegateway.org.uk/themes/retailing.htm 
(Thoroton Society) 

Ken Brockway 

Butterley Ironworks Trust update – November 2020 

Extracts from BIT’s Report – ‘Understanding the Planning Approval’   

Aquarius Estates and Godkin Holdings have submitted a hybrid planning 

application to AVBC to develop the Butterley Works site for housing and light 

industrial and commercial use. This was conditionally approved at AVBC’s planning 

board meeting on 28th September 2020. The approval splits the site into two 

elements, housing and commercial. All commercial elements are to be located 

within the remaining existing building structures, requiring work be carried out to 

ensure that the buildings are first brought up to required standard for commercial 

use.  The processes by which the preservation and refurbishment of the buildings 

are to be achieved are to be decided by consultation between the AVBC planners, 

Historic England and the Derbyshire’s County Archaeological Officer.  

 

http://www.nottsheritagegateway.org.uk/themes/retailing.htm


15 
 

This work will also include the Blast Furnace Wall despite it sitting outside the 

planning application zone. The planning approval explicitly requires the chronic 

condition of the Wall to be corrected at the expense of the housing developer. It 

is however clear that Aquarius Estates has no wish to retain an interest or 

responsibility for the eastern part of the site (i.e. the Wall and the strip of land 

above it, backing onto the Cromford View houses). As such it is looking to the 

public or charity sectors to take this on.  

Further to the above extracts, a report has been written by BIT to raise awareness 

of the heritage of the Blast Furnace Wall in order to ensure that the relevant 

authorities dealing with the planning application take it fully into consideration 

when deciding the site’s future.  

Benjamin Outram Datestone 1791 

This locally famous datestone was for 

many years held in Butterley Hall, the 

headquarters of the Butterley 

Company and former home of its 

main founder Benjamin Outram until 

his death in 1805. Butterley’s story is 

well recorded and so it is not 

necessary to go into further detail 

here. The existence of the stone was 

last recorded in the Company’s in-

house magazine Ad Rem, Issue 3, 

Spring 1952 where it was referred to 

as ‘the original keystone and the 

most cherished Butterley possesion, 

being housed in the Head Offices’.   

In 1968, the Company was in the 

throes of being taken over by a 

certain Mr Hanson (later Lord Hanson), Jim Slater and the Wiles Group. Many of 

the valuable contents of the Hall were auctioned off but naturally some just 

disappeared. One such item was the datestone, but who removed it and where it 

went, has remained a mystery for the past 50 years. 
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Fast forwarding to summer 2020, RDHT was contacted via the website by a former 

employee, Mr Tom Denniford, requesting a copy of Tim’s Butterley book. He had 

joined the Company as a young executive in October 1967 to bring some new 

blood into the struggling senior management. His position was that of Group 

Surveyor and Land Agent. At that time, the Group Personnel Officer was a young 

Mr Peter Sanders and the two gentlemen struck up a long lasting friendship.  

Following the recent death of Mr Sanders, his daughter, Mrs Berry, contacted Mr 

Denniford to ask if he would be interested to have a datestone previously owned 

by her father, who she said was an avid collector of artefacts and antiques. He 

declined, but immediately contacted RDHT via Tim who expressed delight at the 

news, and then duly contacted Mrs Berry. The current situation (November 2020) 

is that the stone is in Mr Sanders’ house near Hereford. The house is up for sale 

and under offer. Mr and Mrs Berry live in Cornwall and are waiting for the sale to 

complete before travelling to Hereford to empty it. When this occurs, Tim will be 

informed and arrangements will be made for him to collect the stone. 

The stone, shown in the accompanying photo, measures 51 x 34 x 10 cms and 

weighs approximately 40 kgs (about ¾ cwt in old money). Steve Freeborn, leader 

of Ripley Town Council and Chair of Butterley Ironworks Trust has offered to store 

it for safekeeping in the Council Office in Grosvenor Rd, Ripley. This offer has been 

gratefully accepted.  

Finally, it only remains to say – watch this space and keep your fingers crossed!  

Butterley Blast Furnaces Article 

Tim has written a detailed article about the various blast furnaces used at 

Butterley. It can be found on our website, www.rdht.org.uk under the Butterley 

Ironworks Trust tab. 

Recent Donations 

We have been given 10 copies of the Ripley Advertiser, dating from 1866 (only 

two years after the Advertiser was founded by George Rowland) to 1906.They 

were apparently found under the floor of Ripley Printers on Nottingham Road 

when the firm relocated to Alfreton. The Advertiser was Ripley’s first newspaper 

(the Ripley and Heanor News didn’t come along until 1890) and they make 

interesting reading. George Rowland must have been quite a character, too: the 

http://www.rdht.org.uk/
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son of an agricultural labourer, he was apprenticed to a tailor, and around 1848 

set himself up as a tailor and clothier in Ripley. He soon began to sell books too, 

and from that branched out into 

printing. A lot of the adverts on 

the front page of one of the two 

1866 editions, like the one 

shown above, are for his own  

clothing store and printing 

services! 

 

Another donation was two reels 

of recording tape, labelled 

 “Arcadians, The Hippodrome 

Theatre, Thursday March 6th, 

1952”.  

Does anyone know anything 

about this? 
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Stoned School Bus Shocker 

Had the Ripley and Heanor News gone 

in for tabloid language, this headline 

might have appeared in May, 1926.  

The events appear in a booklet we have 

in the shed called “Ripley 60 Years Ago” 

written by Fred Miles (1910-1985) in 

1984 as part of a WEA course.  

A short paragraph sandwiched between 

a memory of Hartshay pit and one of 

having coal delivered tells the story: 

during the miners’ strike of that year, a 

group of miners gathered on the iron 

bridge, the Ripley side of Steam Mill 

Lane, and threw stones at a school bus, 

breaking windows and injuring one schoolboy. Fred, who himself attended 

Heanor Grammar School, commented: “Fortunately, I was on a later bus!” 

This seemed to me to uncharacteristic of miners’ behaviour, so I looked up the 

account in the RHN. It seems that the striking miners had called on all transport 

workers to join them, and were intent on stopping the few buses that were 

running. The newspaper version of the events, and the later detail in the court 

case, suggests that there were only four miners, three in their early twenties and 

a 17-year old. They were not on the bridge, but by the road and tried to stop the 

bus by standing in front of it and persuading the driver to turn back. When he 

refused, some stones were thrown, though they all denied doing any such thing. 

One boy was cut by flying glass, and “a girl 

was stunned and other children very much 

unnerved” according to the paper.  

The magistrates, one of whom was a 

colliery manager, took a dim view and 

sentenced all 4 to two months’ 

imprisonment. 
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Christmas 100 Years Ago in the 

 
The Christmas edition of the 

Ripley and Heanor News in 

December 1920 didn’t look very 

different to any other edition: no 

banner headlines, no 

photographs, no colour.  

There were some adverts, like 

that shown here for Redferns, 

Brittain’s “Fairyland of Toys” and 

Jephson’s Stores, (whose 

hardware section still advertised 

oil lamps) but what I find 

interesting about the paper are 

the announcements for 

Christmas activities, and what 

they tell us about life in the town 

100 years ago. 

The Baptist Chapel, for instance, 

advertised special Boxing Day 

services, and in the evening a 

“Christmas Cantata: The Prince 

of Peace” by an augmented 

choir with Madame Hilda 

Hawley as one of the principal soloists. On Christmas Day, the Ripley 

Philharmonic Society performed the “Messiah” with a band and a chorus of 

nearly a hundred in the Victory Hall, again importing the principal soloists. 

On Christmas Day, as well as church and chapel, there was the local derby 

football match, Ripley Town vs Ripley Colliery, at 2.30pm on the Dannah Street 
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ground, admission 6d, as well as another benefit football match on Forty Horse 

Field, Codnor Gate. 

There were no trams on Christmas Day, the first run on Boxing Day starting at 

8.30am, much later than usual.  

Although there were no 

performances at the 

Hippodrome on Christmas Day, 

the Empire was showing 3 

performances of “Mr Wu”, 

about a Chinese Mandarin who  

murders his daughter after she 

falls in love with an Englishman. 

Not exactly “The Snowman”, 

then. 

The Hippodrome countered 

with “Forest on the Hill” on 

Boxing Day, accompanied by 

the “Hippodrome Orchestra”: 

“Talkies” had yet to arrive. 

Christmas cards could still be 

sent up to Christmas Day, 

postage one halfpenny, 

provided that they were in an 

unsealed envelope and nothing 

was written on them except the 

date, the name of the sender 

and the address. 

I get a sense from the 

newspaper that although 

Christmas Day and Boxing Day 

(which happened to be Saturday and Sunday) were celebrated both as a religious 

and social occasion, the normal life of the town, its shops, pits and ironworks 

would begin again as normal on Monday 27th. 

 


