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Loading coal from Pentrich Colliery – see page 8. 
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Heritage Day 

Our Heritage Day on 27th October proved quite a success, with all the 

participants reporting considerable interest in their stalls. Having the only fine 

day in a series of wet ones helped, of course, but we were really pleased that the 

organisation worked, and would like to thank everyone involved, especially 

Alwyn and Roland who ably manned the kitchen. 

Our World War 2 recipes for eggless cake and carrot cookies went down well and 

were even pronounced quite palatable: see the Lord Woolton Pie recipe later in 

the newsletter.  

Now we need to think about next year! 

HMS Warrior 

Tim’s latest talk, on 20th November, was a blockbuster. Over 200 slides, and as 

much information about the innards of the famous ship as you could possibly 

wish for. Whilst some of the technical detail went straight over the heads of 

some of us, there were many in the audience who were fascinated by the detail 

of the talk, and we all appreciated Tim’s usual enthusiasm for his subject.  
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Towpaths and Footpaths 

We are today used to free access to walk and often cycle along canal towpaths. 
The British Waterways Board, now The Canal and River Trust actively encourage 
this use but it wasn't too long ago that I held a licence granting permission to 
cycle the towpaths and I well remember boating through Birmingham feeling 
very isolated unable to gain access to streets from the numerous bridges. 
 
A recent glance at Hugh 
Potter’s book on the 
Cromford Canal 
reminded me of this 
significant change of 
attitude. A picture on 
page 20 shows two 
signs close to bridge 2. 
One plainly reads "No 
Public Right of Way". 
The other more wordy 
sign threatens 
prosecution to anyone 
riding or wheeling any 
bicycle without 
consent. Page 86 offers a sign from the BWB era once located on an office 
building on the Codnor Park flight. It reads "All persons found trespassing on foot 
or horseback on the banks of the Cromford Canal or leaving horses or cattle to 
graze thereon or fishing in the canal will be prosecuted under the acts of 
parliament regulating the said canal......By Order" 
 
With so much of the Cromford canal destroyed by opencast mining we are, to my 
mind, incredibly fortunate that the old course is preserved by the inclusion of the 
towpath as a public footpath. The question is, with so much past effort made to 
prevent access how did the towpath end up becoming public?  
 
Since 1949 there has been a process to properly record footpaths, bridleways 
plus a bit more. It was the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act that 
required the drawing up of what is called the Definitive Map. The process started 
at grass roots: generally the County Council would ask the Parish Council to carry 
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out a survey. 
 
Thos. B Thorpe (Senior and Junior) of Leashaw Garage, Holloway together with 
Thos. Walker of Leashaw Holloway and Walter G. Cooper of Chapel Lane 
Holloway carried out the survey for Lea, Dethick and Holloway parish. Many of 
the claimed paths link with the canal including the one that passes over Gregory 
tunnel. Their real claim to fame however is path 40 which became FP39 today, 
the canal towpath from Leashaw Farm at the parish boundary, through Gregory 
tunnel, over the footbridge near Aqueduct Cottage to the canal terminus at Lea 
Wood Wharf. They claimed uninterrupted public use of fifty years stating that the 
general condition was good and it was passable in all seasons. The survey was 
carried out between August 1950 and February 1951. 
 
We may never know who carried out the Ripley survey on 13th September 1952. 
Despite the form demanding the full name and address of persons who carried 
out the survey, we have only an initial illegibly scrawled. Whoever it was, we 
should congratulate them because path no.81 reads: “Cromford Canal Towpath. 
Start point Hammersmith (Tunnel End), finish point U.D. Boundary Ambergate.” 
All roads and footpaths along its route have access to it with the exception of 
Hartshay Hill near the Gate Inn. 
 
The form also asks for grounds for believing path to be public. Here our 
anonymous applicant adds: “There is some doubt as to whether this is a public 
right of road although the public have used the towpath for as long as can be 
remembered.” The path condition is recorded as good and passable in all 
seasons. 
 
After the parish had returned the forms to the County Council they must have 
been inspected as most maps and forms have amendments. There was also a 
final tribunal stage but we have no records of this for Derbyshire.  
 
We should be grateful to the men of Holloway and A.N.Other of Ripley for at the 
very least setting a ball rolling that resulted in the whole towpath being protected 
and preserved. 
 
Footnote. Leashaw Garage at Holloway is now operated by the great grandson of 
Thomas. 
Ken Brockway 
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Messerschmitt Memories 

In the RDHT article for the current issue of All Things Local magazine, we 

mentioned that the closing highlight of the 1940s campaign to raise money for 

the Spitfire Fund in Ripley was the exhibition of a captured Messerschmitt 109 

fighter in the yard at the back of the Hippodrome.  

One visitor to the Heritage Day, 

a sprightly 85 year old, actually 

remembers being taken by his 

father to see the aircraft. He 

wrote later: “I actually sat in it 

and clearly remember my Dad 

handing over a 3d piece to Mr 

Frank Jowett before I climbed 

the steps into the cockpit. The 

Germans painted the engine 

cowlings in different colours and 

this one was from the yellowed nosed group.” 

He also remembered Leary Constantine playing at the Butterley Cricket Ground, 

which was where the current Nottingham Road playing fields are. (This was 

another fund-raising event.) He wonders if anyone has photographs of the old 

football stand or cricket pavilion there, long since disappeared. 

Enquiries 

Does anyone know anything 

about the stone jar pictured? 

It is clearly from a firm who once 

were based in Ripley, 

manufacturing or selling herbal 

essences. 

It was brought along on the 

Heritage Day, too. 
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One Mystery Solved 

We have hundreds of unidentified photographs in the archive, and it’s always a 

source of great joy when we can identify one. One such was a bunch of half a 

dozen photographs showing someone who was clearly some sort of celebrity in a 

variety of shops in Ripley in the early 60s (we think).  

She is the one shown here with the bunch of flowers. She was finally identified 

by one of eagle-eyed members as Joan Turner, a comedienne and singer who 

was a major star in the 60s and 70s, who appeared on stage and TV, and had her 

own radio show. She apparently proved difficult to work with because of her 

drinking habit, and ended up as a down-and-out living in Los Angeles. 

Thanks, Jim. 

Now we just need to know what the occasion was that drew her to Ripley. 
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Ripley War Memorial – WW2 

We have a project to publish a bit more detail about the men whose names are 

on the War memorial from WW2. However, we have very few photographs of 

them: the Ripley and Heanor News published photographs of many, but copying 

them from microfilm produces very poor images. 

If anyone is in contact with someone who has a decent photograph of an 

ancestor who is on the Memorial, please ask them to get in touch. The easiest 

way is via the Contact Us link on the website www.rdht.org.uk. 

Butterley Update 

Freeths, the lawyers acting on behalf of the 
Site owners (Aquarius Estates) have in 
November submitted a revised planning 
application. Unfortunately this does not give 
sufficient consideration to the heritage 
aspects of the site containing several 
inaccuracies regarding, in particular, the 
remaining access to the Wide Hole over 
which they plan to build houses 
 
Steve Freeborn has submitted to AVBC an excellent response to this and has also 
forwarded copies on behalf of BIT to Historic England and the Derbyshire County 
Archaeological Officer. 
 
It is understood that as yet there is no dated fixed for the application to be 
considered. As such it is still a question of ‘watch this space’ 
 
Various suggestions have been made by BIT members to select a suitable well 
known person to become Patron of BIT. Other heritage groups in the country 
have also been informed of BIT’s fight to save the site and the response so far 
has been encouraging 
 
The fight goes on !!     Tim Castledine 
 

 

http://www.rdht.org.uk/
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Scanning Project 

Ken and Linda Brockway have kindly taken on the task of scanning all of our 

photographs – nearly 2000 of them! The aim initially is to have digital backup 

copies; eventually it may even be possible to integrate them into a search facility 

so that we can see an image on screen without having to delve into the files. We 

also have an increasing number of pictures in digital form only, as people lend us 

their pictures to copy. 

I asked Ken and Linda to choose one or two favourites from among those they 

have scanned: here’s one. 

Ken writes : “My parents bought our first TV in 1956 and I watched Lunchbox 

while at home from lunch from school……the engine and the station have been 

spruced up for the event; it’s tempting to say that the Ripley sign has been 

photoshopped. The loco built at Derby in 1902 No 1000 4-4-0 was withdrawn in 

1951 but was restored in 1959, hence it looks to be in steam on the outing from 

Derby.” 

Another favourite photo, on the cover, shows the loading of coal from Pentrich 

Colliery on to boats on the canal – by hand. 

 


