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Talks Programme 

Our next talk is on 19th June, 

when Ann Featherstone will talk 

about Dracula Comes to Derby, 

the first performance of the play 

version of Dracula. Ann is the 

author of a number of books 

including two crime novels, set in 

the world of Victorian 

entertainers, “Walking in 

Pimlico” and “The Newgate Jig”. 

 

We have also begun to organise 

our Autumn talks. 

The first will be on September 

25th, when Maureen Taylor will 

be talking about the Codnor 

Castle and the de Greys of 

Codnor. Talks take place at 

7.30pm in Marehay Welfare. 

 

Thomas Leaman 

Phil Henshaw has kindly shared with us a piece he has written about his great-

grandfather Thomas Leaman (1852-1931) who was an important figure in both 

the Co-op and in the Pure Order of United Britons, one of a number of Friendly 

Societies that flourished in Ripley in the nineteenth and early twentieth 

centuries. 

Born in Devon, Thomas was originally a miner, but as the tin and copper mines 

declined, he moved first to Northumberland and then to Ripley where he first 

worked as a porter at Butterley station. He joined the Co-op in 1879 and was 

associated with it for over 50 years, becoming its president in 1905, and serving 
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on district societies, the Hours and Wages Council and the Belper Board of 

Guardians. 

By 1880 he was employed by the Prudential as one of their agents, and in 1891 

the family (see the portrait below) were living in Havelock Street. They later 

moved to Argyle Road. 

Thomas was a Liberal thinker, and a staunch Wesleyan. In 1893 he wrote a paper 

for the Wesleyan Improvement Society class entitled “Strikes and Lockouts”. His 

research into the lives of the miners and the circumstances of the strikes and 

lockouts in Ripley led him to sympathise with the miners, and be highly critical of 

the employers. 

He died in November 1931, and his funeral was attended by many of the 

prominent people in Ripley. The Ripley and Heanor news, in its obituary, 

commented that he was indeed “a citizen of whom Ripley might well be proud.” 

The full version of Phil’s article will appear, with his permission, on the RDHT 

website. 
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Masons in Ripley 

The cover picture shows the splendidly bearded George Garnham, doctor and 

Medical Officer of Health, and one of the founding members of the Ripley 

Masonic Lodge in 1870. 

As Ripley grew more prosperous in the second half of the nineteenth century, 

some prominent men who had attended masonic meetings in Derby or 

elsewhere decided to seek permission to found a lodge in Ripley. Named the 

Okeover Lodge (number 1324), it met in the Derby Road mill owned by its first 

member, James Crossley. As you can see by the list of the first 20 members 

shown below, the membership was varied, from Fitzherbert Wright, manager 

and part owner of the Butterley Company, to shopkeepers and clerks. 

It did, however, include the vicar, the Rev. John Wood, and William Jessop and 

Sir John Alleyne, Butterley directors. In fact, almost half of the first 20 had 

connections with Butterley, an illustration of just how powerful the Company 

was in the town. 

This document is part of a collection which Ian Walker, a current mason who has 

been investigating the Lodge’s archive, has shared with us. It includes over 200 

photographs of masons, usually taken at the time of their initiation into the lodge 

and collected by Joseph Cook in 1910. We are grateful to Ian and the Ripley 

masons for this valuable record. 
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Ripley in 1870 

The donation of these photographs associated with the foundation of the 

masonic lodge prompted me to question what Ripley was like in 1870. 

This was in the middle of a crucial period in Ripley’s history, when the remains of 

the old medieval way of life were finally replaced by what we might see as 

modern systems of government. 

In 1867, the Second Reform Act had doubled the size of the male franchise. Now 

tradesmen who owned, or in some cases rented, their homes could vote. Many 

of these men were among the first masons to be enrolled, and they must have 

seen the membership of the lodge, where they could mix with factory owners 

and minor gentry, as a vindication of their hard work in the community.  

1870 also the Married Womens Property Act, which gave a few married women 

the right to own property separate from their husbands, for the first time. 

In 1869, imprisonment for debt was finally abolished, and in 1871, four annual 

Bank Holidays were created, and trades unions legalised. 

In the same year the Local Board was established, an elected local government 

which took over from the Parish responsibility for roads, water supply, drains and 

street lighting among other services. Later, in 1880, the School Board began to 

fund, monitor and eventually create schools, ensuring basic education for all. 

In 1875, the Local Board merged with the Board of Health, which had taken over 

from the old Board of Guardians (based in Belper) responsibility of public health, 

and dealing with the poor and indigent.  

All these changes were overdue: in August 1870, for example, a miner living in 

Lowes Hill, William Chissel, died of cholera, a water-borne disease. Scarlet Fever 

was also rife, being responsible for the deaths of at least a dozen people, mainly 

children.  

Many houses had no running water, no sanitation. In 1875, a government inquiry 

into the Local Board’s request to be allowed to borrow £3000 to fund the 

waterworks was told by Dr Gaylor, the Medical Officer of Health, that at least 

four fifths of the inhabitants were using impure water. Ripley had outgrown the 
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old system of wells, and piped water was later 

to be supplied from the Water Tower (seen 

here) and Works, built in 1875. 

In 1867, the Vaccination Act had made 

vaccination against smallpox compulsory, but 

there were a number of cases in Ripley where 

people were prosecuted for not allowing their 

children to be vaccinated; indeed, in May there 

was a demonstration against the Act.   

The population, which in 1800 had numbered 

in the hundreds, had grown rapidly to about 

6500 in 1870. Most of the men in that 

population were miners or ironworkers, few of 

whom met the property qualification to give them a vote. 

The Butterley Company dominated the town. Four years earlier, they had 

produced over 9000 tons of cast iron for the roof of St Pancras Station, opened in 

1868.  

They had 7 

blast 

furnaces, 

coal and 

ironstone 

mines and a 

limestone 

quarry.  

Francis 

Wright, who 

was the 

majority 

shareholder, 

had built his 70 room mansion at Osmaston Manor in 1849. He died in 1873. 

One threat to the shopkeepers’ business was the growing Co-op. Founded by 

Butterley workers in 1860 as the Butterley Industrial Co-operative, it became the 

Ripley Co-operative in 1872. In 1870, it had 280 members and obtained 
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permission from the Local Board to build a shop and store rooms on Park Corner. 

It was to continue expanding well into the twentieth century. 

The other major employer in the town was the factory of James Crossley. 

Harrod’s directory of 1870 describes him as a “manufacturer of sperm composite 

(i.e. whale oil), paraffin, and all descriptions of plaited wicks, and silk and cotton 

laces and braids”, working from Ripley Mills, his factory which was on the site of 

the present Co-op supermarket, where the first meetings of the lodge took place.  

Harrods adds that he had shops or offices in London, Glasgow and Manchester as 

well as Ripley.  

He must have expanded his business very 

rapidly: born in London, in 1851 he was a 

clerk in a Derby silk factory (presumably 

the Silk Mill), and only came to Ripley in 

about 1852, though by 1861, he is listed 

as employing 160 hands. 

 As well as a factory owner, he was a 

Wesleyan lay preacher, something that 

may not have sat well with the high 

Anglican beliefs of the Wright family. 

When he died in 1881, he was buried in 

Ripley cemetery under the provisions of 

the Burials Law Amendment Act of 1880 

which allowed burials to take place in 

municipal cemeteries without the rites of 

the Church of England. 

 1870 also saw the establishment of the firm of G.C. Ogle, when George Ogle 

opened his business making agricultural implements in an old smithy, which later 

became the Electra cinema, then the Co-op’s first supermarket, then a gym. 

Ripley was a divided town. Francis Wright may have trooped his family and 

servants from Butterley Hall to All Saints Church in the 1850s, but by 1870 there 

were five dissenting chapels in the town, their congregations far outnumbering 

that of the church.  

 

James Crossley 
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In the 1868 election the Riot Act was read in the Market Place as crowds threw 

stones at the houses of prominent Tories, including those of Messrs Nuttall, Wain 

and Alleyne. This was the last election to use the hustings open vote system; the 

secret ballot was introduced in 1872. The working-class, who still did not have 

the vote, were not all content with their lot. 

Drunkenness was rife, and fights not uncommon. In August 1870, two women, 

Jane Marshall and Sarah Harrison, were found guilty of assaulting police 

constables and a pub landlady. Poaching continued to occupy the court’s time, as 

did a number of cases of prosecutions for neglect of wives and children. 

There were diversions, though: in August 1870, there was the Ripley Athletic 

Fete, with three M.P.s present and three bands. 

In June there was a spate of velocipede accidents in the town, at least one old 

man being knocked down, and one Thomas Rose being cautioned by magistrates 

for driving his velocipede along the footpath in Oxford Street. 

In July, the Sunday and weekday scholars of the Church schools paraded through 

the streets led by the vicar and a drum and pipe band, before having a 

substantial tea on the vicarage lawns, and engaging in various amusements. 

In October, the Ripley wakes was well attended, with heavily laden trains arriving 

from Derby. There were shows of horses, cattle and pigs, as well as stalls, 

shooting galleries and bazaars. 

And in May, it was also reported that people had flocked in large numbers to a  

”secluded wood outside the town”  to hear a nightingale sing. 

Enquiries 

We sometimes get enquiries concerning the town through the website. If you 

know anything about these subjects, do get in touch via the website. 

Does anyone know anything about the history of Hall Farm (or maybe Windmill 

Farm) on Steam Mill Lane ? 

What about the history of Carr House in Greenwich ? (Note : not the Butterley 

Hill Carr House.) 

 


