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Spring Talks Programme 

Three new talks have been arranged for the 

coming months, all at Marehay Welfare, at 

7.30pm. Entrance, as always, is free, though a 

donation would be welcome, and there will 

be the usual raffle. They are : 

Wednesday April 17th : David Amos on “The 
Bicentenary of the Mansfield and Pinxton 
Railway.” 
 
Wednesday May 15th : Emma Yates on “A 
Journey into Walling.” 
 
Wednesday June 19th : Ann Featherstone on “Dracula Comes to Derby.” 
 

Butterley Ironworks Trust 

Progress continues to be very slow but two applications have been made for 
funding, each to the value of £7,500. One was to the Heritage Lottery Fund and 
the other to the Architectural Heritage Fund. 

The money will be used for viability research, sustainability of the 
project, reports on the structures and possibly repairs to the Wall. 

The Planning Application by the site owners, Aquarius, will be made soon. It is 
understood that this will be for about 80 new houses. The Trust is stressing to 
AVBC the importance to preserve and develop the archaeology of the site where 
possible. 
 
Aquarius have also repeated the fact that they are not interested in the Blast 
Furnace Wall. Its condition is deteriorating and the Trust is proposing to contact 
Cromford View Residents Association again about it 
 
Godkin Holdings is still in negotiation with the owners about leasing the buildings 
 

 



Alan Godfrey Maps 

 

Alan Godfrey Maps are a firm that specialise in reprinting old large-scale 

Ordnance Survey maps. 

They have just released two maps of Ripley from the 1898 series, and we have 

purchased some copies for sale at £3 each. One shows the Butterley Works in 

great detail, the other Ripley South of the works. 

They will be available from the website and the “shed”. 

Co-op Plaque 

Central England Co-op have been in touch concerning the possibility of mounting 

a commemorative plaque somewhere close to the former Co-op Headquarters to 

mark the importance of the Ripley Co-op to the town. They have already put up 

similar plaques in Derby (see picture) and Chesterfield. 

 
 



Next year marks the 160th 

anniversary of the 

establishment of the Co-

op in Ripley, only 16 years 

after the original 

Rochdale Pioneers. 

 

The Derby Co-op Plaque 

 

 

WI History Reprint 

We are delighted to report that we have sold 

all of the first run of 100 copies of the WI 

History of Ripley, and are in the process of 

having more reprinted. 

We also noticed a mistake in the original print 

run: page 81 has been printed twice, and page 

80 not at all. If anyone who has a copy would 

like the missing page, please do get in touch 

and we can supply it. Needless to say, the 

mistake will be corrected in the new copies. 

 

Ripley Walks 

We are working with Ripley Town Council and Amber Valley Ramblers to produce 

more walks leaflets to cover Ripley and its surrounding township.  

The new walks will add to the existing two we have produced (which are still 

available, free of charge) as well as the Amber Valley Routeways walks and 

others. 

 

 



The Butterley walk is the 

one we have used for the 

past three years as part of 

the Autumn Footprints 

walks festival. 

In spite of the 

deterioration of the 

Butterley site, it has 

proved surprisingly 

popular, maybe because 

Tim leads it! 

 

 

John Hardwick 

It is with great sadness that we note the 

death of John Hardwick, who we will all 

greatly miss. 
Tim writes: “John did his apprenticeship as a 
plater in the Constructional Dept at Butterley. 
He left on completion and joined a firm CWE 
travelling around the country X-raying welds 
on pipelines. On the birth of his first child he 
took up a similar position at Watsons in 
Horsley Woodhouse leaving there in 1975 to 
set up his own structural engineering 
business which he successfully ran until his 
retirement in 2009, the year that Butterley 
closed.  
 
He was always interested in local history, but 
this took on extra importance with the 
closure, joining with John Chambers and 

myself archiving Butterley material for RDHT, a job he thoroughly enjoyed.”  
 

  

 



Ripley in Early Newspapers 

The first newspaper in Derby was the Derby Postman in 1717, superseded by the 

Derby Mercury in 1732. Put Ripley into the search engine for the Derby Mercury 

and the first entry you find is in 1739: it was a lease for a shop, perhaps 

surprising as at this time, long before the Butterley Company, Ripley must have 

had only a couple of hundred inhabitants: 

From then on, Ripley appears occasionally: meetings of the Turnpike Trust were 

held in the “house” of Sarah Turton at the sign of the Red Lion, and there were 

the usual adverts and reports of deaths and the odd marriage. 

Two of the more notable items involved firstly, the sale in 1769 of Butterley Hall, 

ten years after its occupant, William Andrew Horne, had been tried and hung in 

Nottingham for the murder of a child 35 years earlier. The second major item 

was in 1753 when Belper apparently tried to “steal” Ripley’s fair, after the people 

of Ripley couldn’t make their mind up whether to hold it according to the old 

calendar or the new one  - this was when, in 1752, eleven days were removed 

from the calendar! By 1779, as seen below, they had made up their minds. 

 

 

 



Station Terrace 

We recently had an enquiry via the website concerning Railway Terrace, or 

Station Terrace on some maps, which was a row of thirteen small houses on land 

behind Ripley’s first railway station roughly where the Greenway now crosses 

Steam Mill Lane. They might have been built by the Midland Railway in 1856 

when its line reached Ripley, but they don’t appear on the census, under this 

name at least, until 1881. 

References to them, or their inhabitants, appear in local newspapers from the 

1890s, and judging by the reports, these were some of the worst slums in Ripley. 

There are deaths, mostly of young people, shocking cases of neglect of children, 

petty crime, attempted suicide, and in 1930 unemployed miners fined for 

stealing coal from the Butterley Company. 

In 1931 the council condemned the houses and issued a closing order, intending 

to demolish them, but there are references to people living there, in some of the 

houses at least, until after the second World War. 

 If anyone has any information about them, please get in touch. 

 

 



Ripley’s Earliest Pubs 

In 1577, a document listed no less than 10 alehouses in Ripley and Pentrich. 

Most, if not all, would simply have been houses where beer was brewed or sold.  

Since I’ve been looking at old newspapers recently, I searched for Ripley pubs; 

the earliest reference I could find was to the Red Lion in 1761. It continues to 

appear throughout the rest of the eighteenth century, mainly for lettings, sales of 

land or houses, and meetings of the Turnpike Trust. It was also the calling point 

for some coaches. The Cock Inn, which was also operating in the eighteenth 

century, and seems to have been run by part of the same Turton-Moore 

extended family as the Red Lion, was also a coaching inn, the name possibly 

coming from the “cock” horses, supplied to help pull the coaches up Butterley 

Hill. 

Finally… 

Here’s a very early case of villainy in Ripley, from the Derby Mercury of 29th 

November 1787. It’s so early that the s is still sometimes written as an f. 

 


