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Butterley Ironworks Trust Update 

At the latest BIT meeting, Steve Freeborn outlined the current position re. 

negotiations between Aquarius Estates, Godkin Holdings and AVBC. Although 

some progress has been made, much appears to depend upon the success of 

Aquarius’s planning application to maximise house building before anything is 

finally settled with Godkin Holdings. BIT has also had a meeting with the AVBC to 

discuss the importance of the heritage of the Wall and the fact that it is classified 

as an ‘at risk’ scheduled ancient monument. The present idea is to access the 

housing area via a roadway in front of the Wall which would unfortunately prevent 

it from becoming part of any future heritage project. Alternative ideas have been 

put forward, one being to have an access to the houses from off Butterley Hill, a 

proposal which would also make Ripley Town centre more easily accessible for 

residents. 

A BIT member, Chris Wright, who has experience in similar projects at the Black 

Country Museum and Coalbrookdale, suggested that he would be prepared to take 

 

The interior of the Pattern Shop 
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a look at the Wall’s condition and draw up a report outlining his ideas on how to 

prevent further decay taking place.  A visit has now taken place, Chris being 

accompanied by Tim Castledine and John Hardwick and so a report should be 

ready for the next BIT meeting. 

Godkin Holdings men are also working onsite to clear the buildings of old 

(unwanted) documents and rubbish to minimise the fire risk. This is primarily 

aimed at the Pattern Shop, Canteen and adjacent office building. During their visit, 

the three BIT members were able to enter the Canteen and Pattern Shop to more 

fully appreciate the general condition of the buildings after two fires and excessive 

vandalism. The situation can only be described as depressing!  

Early in January the second fire, which was found to be in the canteen itself, was 

reported by locals. It occurred about 8 am, but was quickly brought under control 

by the Fire Service 

although there was 

considerable damage 

to the canteen floor. 

It is believed it may 

have been started by 

‘rough sleepers’ as it 

occurred during a 

spell of particularly 

cold weather.  

 

 

 

Summarising therefore, it can be said that whilst slow, progress is indeed being 

made, although whilst it may be some time before any plan for the listed buildings 

and Works Yard can be initiated, ideas are being formulated for potential funding 

to move the project forward.    

 

 

The canteen after the fire 
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Forthcoming Talks 

Our next talks are: 

Womens’ Suffrage by Michael Parkin 

on 21st March at 7.30pm 

and 

Catherine Crompton’s Diary by 

Stephen Flinders on 16th May at 

7.30pm,  

Both at Marehay Miners’ Welfare, 

Derby Road. 

Admission is free, but a small 

donation would be welcome. 

In addition, Pentrich Historical Society have a series of talks planned: 

20th March  - Notable Women of Derbyshire 

17th April – A Brief History of Pinxton Porcelain 

15th May – Heage Windmill 

Talks take place in the Village Hall, Pentrich, starting at 7.30pm.  

Admission is £3, which includes a hot drink, biscuit and sometimes cakes! 
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Cliff Richard – A Legend is Born 

The evening of the 3rd 

May 1958 was going to 

be like any other 

Saturday night at the 

Regal Ballroom, Ripley. 

My girlfriend (now my 

wife of 52 years) and I 

would go to the Regal, 

pay our four shillings 

(20p today) to get in and 

rock the night away to a 

disco and live group. 

What we did not anticipate was that evening we would see and hear the birth of 

a legend. 2018 will be the 60th anniversary of that momentous occasion. 

The group that night was Cliff Richard and the Drifters. After the first disco 

session the curtains parted and, as they say, the rest is history. 

In 1997 an article appeared in the Ripley and Heanor News inviting anyone who 

had memories of that night to contact John Foster who had been the group’s 

“manager “in the very early days. He was collecting information for Ian (Sammy) 

Samwell who was writing a book. Ian Samwell wrote “Move It” which was to 

become Cliff’s first big hit getting to number two in the charts around September 

1958 and which I still believe is one of the best Rock and Roll Songs ever written. 

I made contact with John Foster and sent him my recollections of that night. 

Derby born Harry Greatorex who had bought the Billiard Hall in Ripley and 

transformed it into the Regal Ballroom had spent most of his adult life in the 

theatre and entertainment business and used to go down to London in search of 

groups to perform at the Regal. His philosophy was to find them before they 

became famous and pay them very little for the privilege of playing in Ripley. 
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After making contact with John Foster imagine my surprise when I had a phone 

call from Ian Samwell. It was only part way through the conversation that it 

transpired he was phoning from his home in Sacremento, California. Before he 

died in 2003 we spoke three or four times and I sent him more information via 

John Foster. 

Most of what I am going to relate is what he told me about meeting Harry 

Greatorex and his recollections of that historic night.  

Greatorex was down in London in search of groups to appear at the Regal and 

had gone to the 2i’s Coffee Bar nicknamed “The Home To The Stars” on Thursday 

24th April 1958. He enquired about the best bands that performed there and Tom 

Littlewood told him about the Drifters. On the Friday the group arrived early to 

set up and rehearse. Greatorex came in and spoke to John Foster asking the 

group’s name. When Foster told him he suggested they use the lead singer’s 

name as well but he wasn’t keen on Harry Webb. John and all the others retired 

to the Swiss pub on Old Compton Road to invent a new name. It did not take long 

to come up with Cliff Richards. Ian told me he suggested leaving the “s” off: “that 

way people will say Cliff Richards and we will be able to correct them. They will 

have heard the name twice and be more likely to remember it”. 

They went back to the 2i’s and told 

Greatorex the news. He rushed off to find 

a telephone so he could call his local 

newspaper, the Ripley and Heanor News, 

to add the name Cliff Richard and the 

Drifters to the advertisement which 

would appear in the next day’s edition. It 

would be the very first time Cliff Richard 

would appear in print. 

They received five pounds for the 

performance plus ten pounds for 

expenses to cover the train fare as none of them had a car. 
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The next day they all went into Enfield to look for new shirts for their appearance 

at the Regal. They wanted white ones to create some form of group identity but 

they only had one so “Cliff” had that and Terry, Norman and Ian had red ones; 

John as manager had a blue one. The shirts were silk with gold thread stripes. 

They looked very American: very cool, very Rock and Roll. 

On the Saturday of the booking they travelled from St Pancras to Nottingham 

and then caught a bus to Ripley. No mean feat as they had to hand carry all their 

equipment: guitars, amplifiers, drums and stage clothes. 

Ian told me the best thing about the Regal was it had a stage and a theatre 

curtain made of heavy reddish material, something they had never experienced 

before. 

Finally those curtains parted: there was a roar of applause and Cliff in black 

trousers and white shirt launched into “Twenty Flight Rock”. 

Other songs they performed that night were “Hound Dog”, “Milk Cow Blues”, 

“Heartbreak Hotel”, “Honey Money” and “Tutti Frutti”. 

It was about half way through their forty or so minute performance I remember 

Cliff saying “You are probable aware by now my idol is Elvis Presley and we 

would like to do his latest release “Won’t you wear my ring around your neck “.   

After the show Greatorex arrived with a bottle of whisky and they all had a 

celebratory drink. He had not expected the group to come from London on the 

train and bus so he had not made arrangements for any accommodation. Since 

they had no means of getting back 

that night, he locked them in the 

Regal and they spent a thoroughly 

uncomfortable night trying to get 

some sleep on the wooden benches 

till he arrived in the morning to let 

them out. 
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As Ian said, Cliff Richard and the Drifters had been born, but their first taste of 

the big time hadn’t even included breakfast. 

Eventually, as there was already a group in America called the Drifters, they 

changed the name to the Shadows. 

“Mr Entertainment”, as Harry Greatorex was known, died at his home in 

Hogsthorpe near Skegness of a heart attack on 14th September 1989; none of the 

Drifters - Ian, Terry or Norman- went on to find fame with Cliff Richard and the 

Shadows.    

John Hardwick 

WI History of Ripley – Update 

We are making progress with our project to republish a facsimile edition of the 

W.I’s 1931 History of Ripley. We are looking for any memories or information 

anyone may have about any of the authors: Mavis or Enid Langton, Mabel or 

Marian Turner and Evelyn Jowitt. All except Enid Langton were teachers in or 

around Ripley: Mavis Langton is seen here with her class of children in Ripley 

Council School in 1928-9. 
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Latest Donations 

We’d like to thank Jackie Bestwick and Mr and Mrs Redfern for their recent 

donations of material for the files. We’d always welcome more! 

Information Wanted / Caption Competition 

We have many many photographs we can’t identify, or about which we know 

little. One that struck us is shown below. It apparently shows a Mr Cooper and 

his dog. Does anyone know anything about him? 

Alternatively, can anyone suggest a caption? 
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Recording Memories: Scouts and Guides in 

Ripley 

We are uncomfortably aware that there are many areas of life in the town of 

which we have very little record, and one area is that of the history of Scouts and 

Guides. 

We’re looking for older people who have memories they would like to share 

from the 1940s, 50s and 60s. We can record or video their memories and 

possibly use them in future publications. 

Women’s Suffrage 1918 

The anniversary of the passing of the Representation of the People Act, which 

enfranchised over 8 million women, in 1918 has been justly celebrated recently. 

At the time, though, and certainly locally, there was very little publicity for it. 

The Bill was first read in the House of Commons in June 1917, and reported in 

the Derby Evening Telegraph as shown below. The Bill was held up by the House 

of Lords but finally received the Royal Assent on 6th February 1918. 

 I can’t find any 

reference to it in 

the Ripley 

newspapers, online 

at least. Perhaps it 

was simply that the 

war and all the 

suffering that went 

with it occupied 

people’s minds so 

much that changing 

the law was not 

seen as important.  
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A Nation of Shopkeepers 

Black Friday and week-long sales 

campaigns are not as new as we might 

think. In Ripley, for example, October 

8th-15th was Ripley Shopping Campaign 

Week, in 1934. 

There was a 64 page booklet to 

accompany the campaign. There was a 

competition to spot window display 

items that didn’t belong with the shop’s 

trade. In the example in our archive, the 

person filling in the form found 

strawberries in the window of Leafe’s 

butchers, a paper clip in Clower’s 

Builders Merchants (and how did they 

spot that?) and a mouth organ in the 

window of Frank Jowitt’s wireless 

dealers. 

The campaign also used Jowitt’s loudspeaker van to tour the area ““talking up” 

the week,”equipped with the latest equipment for sound reproduction.” 

There was also a childrens’ 

essay competition and a form 

to cast your vote for the best 

window display. And, of course, 

adverts, for all of the 65 shops 

described in the booklet. They 

were very plain: a few simple 

graphics and just one 

photograph in the whole 

booklet. Some of the text 

seems very formal by our standards, though some tried different approaches: 

“It’s Busted! Send for William Bailey, the only registered plumber in town” and 
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Keeling’s “A Touch of the Lonely Moor amid the Heather and the Gorse” 

promoting their Tweed coats. 

There was a spoof diary of a Councillor in the style of Samuel Pepys, and a 

“wireless report” (a sort of Twitter of its day), featuring Radio Heage and the 

Fritchley Highlanders Orchestra.  

Each of the “Leading tradesmen” (so 

called, although a fair proportion were 

women) had a short paragraph 

describing their offerings, from Messrs 

G.C. Brittain & Sons, the “largest 

stockists in town of novelties, stationery, 

sports equipment and toys” to Redferns, 

“the complete drapers” and Mr W. E. 

Clarke, “a specialist in ladies’ and 

gentlemen’s clothing”. A few also had 

shops in Alfreton or Belper, but most 

were owner-run independent shops. 

Strangely, the Co-op does not get the 

slightest mention, though it was by far 

the biggest retailer in the town, with 

half a dozen different shops, a 

department store, bakery, wet fish shop 

and so on. It would appear that the Ripley Town and Trade Association, who 

published the booklet and organised the campaign, and who represented the 65 

independent local shops were trying to reassert themselves in the face of the 

mighty Co-op. 

It must have been an uphill struggle, though. The early thirties were a period of 

recession, or, in the words of the booklet, “these days of restricted Earnings, and, 

alas, of Unemployment, when it is vital to most homes to secure best Values.” 

Quite how the campaign’s slogan “Spend to Save” made sense, however, it is 

hard to see. In a rather more innocent way, it was probably the same argument 

applied to today’s Black Friday, Mad Monday, Terrible Tuesday and so on. 

 

 


