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Welcome to our second newsletter. We distribute it, mainly by e-mail, three 

or four times a year. It may only be quite brief at first : the more items 

members submit, the more we can include in the newsletter. Any member 

can e-mail items to the editor on pcs1003@btinternet.com.  

Membership 

We now have 34 members, all but a few of whom are contactable by e-mail. 

Unless specifically requested to send an e-mail to both partners, I shall 

assume that couples will share the e-mail, and send only one to the first e-

mail address on the list. 

Membership cards are available running now until 01.04.2016, and entitle 

members to free entry to RDHT functions. 

If you know of anyone who would like to join, please ask them to contact us 

via the website or in the”shed” on Thursday afternoons. The more members 

we have, the more we can do ! 

“Pentrich Rising” Talk 

On 22nd April, Michael Parkin (seen here 

being introduced by Tim Castledine) gave 

us a talk on the Pentrich Rising, its 

causes, personalities and outcomes. In 

spite of some problems with the sound 

system, Michael gave a lively and 

informative talk to nearly 100 people. 

A Tale from the Archives 

As we sort through the material we have, we always hope to find something 

new and important. We thought we had done just that when we came across 

some drawings, accompanied by typewritten instructions, for a steam 

locomotive built at Butterley, dated 1813 ! One of the drawings is shown on 

the cover of the newsletter.  
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We got in touch with the National Railway Museum in York, who eventually 

told us that, no, it wasn’t an undiscovered early locomotive, but a design by 

one William Chapman, built at Butterley but destined for Heaton Waggonway 

in Newcastle. It was apparently built, and tried, but it worked by dragging 

itself and its load along a fixed chain, and the chain kept breaking so it was 

abandoned.   

It had been known about since the 1830s, but the drawings were 

rediscovered in Derby Record Office in 1934 (hence the typewritten 

instructions, which must have been a transcript). What we have is a copy of 

both drawings and typescript.  

Never mind : we got quite excited for a while! 

Derbyshire Archaeological Society visit to Butterley 

On May 9th, 
the six-

monthly East 
Midlands 
Industrial 
Archaeology 
Conference 
takes place, 
this year at 
Crich. The 
theme this 
year is “The  
Transport 
Innovations of 

the Butterley Company” and as well as a visit to the newly researched 
Butterley Gangroad (see www.butterleygangroad.co.uk ) at Crich, members 
are being offered a chance to visit the site of the Butterley works.  
Tim Castledine and other members of RDHT will be acting as their guides for 
the day, and negotiations are under way with the owners of the site and their 
security company to attempt to gain access to the site. 
 

 

http://www.butterleygangroad.co.uk/


The “Long Song Project” 
This is a four year project being run by Belper’s Fleet Arts with former 
Derbyshire poet laureate Matt Black. The aim is to work with schoolchildren 
to compose a “long song”, concerning people in Ripley during the four years 
of the First World War.  
If you have a good story concerning anyone from Ripley – soldier, wife, 
shopkeeper, child, anyone -  during those years, it might be useful to the 
project. Please get in touch via our website if you can help. 
 
 

 

 

Butterley News 

The firm of receivers who are 

in charge of the Butterley site 

have appointed a new selling 

agent who have advertised 

the site for sale.  

On behalf of RDHT, Robert 

has composed a letter to the 

Ripley and Heanor News 

expressing our concern, and 

our view that at least some of 

the site should be preserved 

as a heritage asset.  

The 1838 pattern shop, we feel, would make an excellent heritage centre, 

whilst the machine shop could make a home for small scale heritage 

engineering workshops. 

 

 

RDHT AGM 

Our AGM takes place on June 3rd at 7pm in the Barnes Wallis pub. Please do 

try to come along.  

 



From Our Collection 

We want to share some of the material in our collection, perhaps stir a few 

memories, and maybe find out a bit more. If you have any information on any 

of the items below, please get in touch. 

This is Melbourne’s shop  

at 126 Nottingham Road 

Greenwich in the 1920s 

(we think). The tram lines 

in front of the shop date it 

from 1913 to 1933, the 

period of the Ripley 

Rattlers. 

Also shown is a picture 

from the same period of 

John Melbourne on his  

BSA motorbike with 

sidecar proudly labelled 

“Melbourne Bros, 

Bottlers of Guinness 

Stout”.  Apparently they 

bought Guinness in bulk 

and bottled it 

themselves. 

 

Of more recent origin is the picture below showing Frank’s Warehouse in 

2003 as it was before the fire. The building was formerly the Co-operative 

Transport Garage. 

 

 

 



 

The garage was perhaps 

the home of vehicles like 

the one shown here, 

though it doesn’t seem to 

be parked outside this 

particular building. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, we always have photos we cannot identify.  

Can you help ? Any idea who might be this chap with his motorbike ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HLF Bid 

We have now submitted our bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

The bid is entitled “Transforming a Community ; The History and Legacy of 

the Butterley Company”. It envisages a one-year project, from September 

2015 to August 2016 during which time we will employ a professional to 

redesign and extend our website so that it can include many more items from 

our collection. We will also create some long-lasting display boards and 

continue our programme of talks and recordings of our oldest and chattiest 

inhabitants.  

As well as the website, the bid is largely to help us buy some better 

equipment to scan images, put on talks and record memories. 

We have also put in a bid for a small grant from Ripley Town Council, which, if 

we get it, will probably be used to buy a new sound system, which our latest 

talk proved that we need ! 

Butterley Donation 

The collection of Butterley documents and memorabilia belonging to the late 

Des Greenwood had been left to Derek Adams who has recently generously 

donated them to the RDHT. 

There are four boxes full of material and we’re not sure exactly what is in 

them, but they should keep the Butterley crew busy for some time! 

Derbyshire Lives Through the First World War Project 

This HLF / Derbyshire County Council project has offered to help us to 

organise and apply for funding for any WW1 projects we want to work on.  

Although we haven’t really got much WW1 material so far, their website 

contains many interesting articles. It can be found at  

https://derbyshirelives.wordpress.com/  

https://derbyshirelives.wordpress.com/


 

 


