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Welcome to our eighth newsletter. We distribute it, mainly by e-mail, 

three or four times a year. Remember : the more items members submit, 

the more we can include in the newsletter. Any member can e-mail items 

to the editor on pcs10033@gmail.com.  

Our Next Talk 
The next talk will be on Wednesday 20th September when Adrian Farmer 

will speak on “The Strutt Family Album” in the usual venue at the usual 

time. (Marehay Welfare at 7pm) 

Next Meeting 

The next committee meeting will take place on 7th September at 2.15pm in 

the Council Chamber (if we can book it, or the “shed” if we can’t) in the 

Town Hall. If you have an item for the agenda, please let Vera know by the 

end of August. 

Butterley Walk 
Our annual Butterley walk (part of the Autumn Footprints Festival) will 

take place on Sunday September 17th at 1pm. It’s a short (2 miles) walk led 

by Tim, showing the impact of the Butterley Company on our area. Meet at 

the Midland Railway Centre car park off Butterley Hill. 
Somercotes Heritage Day 
Once again we will be attending this event, in Somercotes Village Hall on 

September 23rd, along with other local heritage groups. 

Ripley’s Big Day Out 
We spent a quiet day in the station building at Swanwick Junction, meeting 

some interesting people, selling a few of our wares and watching the trains 

come and go. Alwyn points out that the event itself was well attended, and 

not quiet! 

 

The cover picture is by Simon Waller of the Hammersmith triple bridge 
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W. I. History of Ripley 

As you may have seen in our article in “All Things Local”, we recently 

discovered a history of Ripley written by 5 members of the local Womens’ 

Institute in 1931. Handwritten, with a few illustrations like the one above of 

the old White House, maps and diagrams, it is a remarkable piece of work. 

The 5 authors, Marion and Mabel Turner, Evelyn Jowitt and Enid and Mavis  

Langton, set out to prove that Ripley really did have a history. They travelled 

to the British Museum, translated latin documents and scoured local 

archives. The result is not just a history but also a portrait of Ripley in the 

1930s, with particular emphasis on the role of women. 

Derbyshire’s Local Studies Librarian, Ruth Sharpe, has arranged for the 

original to be scanned at the Record Office, and, provided we can get the 

permission of the local W.I., we hope to be able to publish a facsimile copy 

soon. 
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Tommy Dod and the Internet 

You may or may not remember that, up to the late 1960s, there was a brand 

of rock on sale in Ripley called Tommy Dod. It had a picture of one or 

sometimes two little men running all the way through it. 

In the late 1990s, Frank Mansey published a 

little book about Tommy Dod in which he 

described how it came about that not one but 

three different families were involved in the 

production of the sweets. Frank had the 

advantage of being able to talk to people who 

remembered the Jackson, Watson and Hawkins 

families, and probably got more information 

than an internet search would produce. 

However, there is one aspect of the story where 

Google might help. Frank says 

that the name Tommy Dod 

came about because the 

original maker, Tommy 

Jackson, was “only a little over 

five feet tall” and was 

consequently known as 

“Doddy”. It appears, though, 

that the name Tommy Dodd 

was current elsewhere. 

According to Partridge’s 

Dictionary of Slang, it was the 

winner in a game of tossing 

coins, a music hall song of 1863 

(see the illustration opposite) , 

cockney rhyming slang for God, 

odd, or homosexual, (sod) or a 

 

 



 

5 
 

gun (a rod), a small glass of beer (in Australia) or a warning signal on the 

railways dating from the 1930s. It was also the name of a popular dance, a 

quadrille, from the 1850s.  

How all this fits with a stick of rock is anyone’s guess ! 

What’s in Your Wallet ? 

One of the more interesting donations recently has been a wallet. A 

battered brown leather affair, it contains a Ripley Co-op Membership card, 

ration books for 1953, a motor cycle fuel ration book, Algerian and 

Moroccan 5 franc notes, a 2 lire Allied Military Currency note, a bill from the 

Lido Restaurant, Port Said, temporary 

membership of the Sealandair Club, Port Said, and 

cinema tickets in French, English and Arabic. 

It also contains 3 driving licences. Long before 

photo cards, these were small booklets, about 4” 

by 2”. The earliest, dating from 1960, is a buff 

colour, whilst the slightly later ones are covered in 

red cloth, like this one. 

With them, and the 

same size and colour 

as the earliest, is a 

document labelled 

Drinking Licence. 

In pursuance of     

the “Inebriates 

(Qualification) Acts 

1927-1959”, it 

licences the holder, 
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William Brentnall, to drink from all containers of Groups A, B, D, E  and F, as 

shown below. 

There is no indication as to whether there was a test of some sort, but Mr 

Brentnall had clearly passed it ! 

It makes me wonder what effect the electronic revolution will have on what 

we carry around with us. It is already widely expected that coins will 

disappear soon, and paper money and licences will follow. What would we 

leave future generations ? 

Imagine the scene, fifty years from now, when some poor archivist gazes 

with puzzlement at an ancient screen with its odd electronic payment 

devices, quaint images and jokes on something called Twitter! 
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Butterley DVD Progress 

Mike has lost count of the hours he has spent on the Butterley DVD, but now 

at last the final images have been added, the wording of the commentary 

agreed, and our “voice”, David Dykes, lined up to record the finished 

version. 

The last days of the company are told through the words of those who were 

there, managers and workers alike, and there is more than a tinge of 

sadness as they remember that the company had healthy order books when 

it was taken over by the individuals and companies who oversaw its closure. 

The finished DVD will last, we think, about an hour, telling the full story of 

the company from the 1780s to 2009. It should be on sale by the Autumn, 

priced £5. Mike is taking advance orders now. 

Butterley Company Railway Memories 

Bill Nelson’s short book uses 

memories of men who worked on the 

Butterley Company’s 20 miles or so of 

railways to describe the operation of 

the lines, with a few anecdotes thrown 

in. 

 It is available via the website or from 

the “shed”, price £1.50. 

 

Bill with the book 
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Butterley Ironworks Trust 

Progress at the Trust continues to be very slow despite monthly meetings 

trying to move the project forward. The Trust is now registered with the 

Charities Commission as a CIO (Charitable Incorporated Organisation) which 

empowers it to open a bank account and apply for grants to enable its 

objectives to be pursued. Even obtaining CIO status was fraught with 

problems as the initial application was rejected by the Commission claiming 

that the Trust’s name could be confused as The Butterfly Trust, hence the 

change to The Butterley Ironworks Trust (BIT). To compound the initial delay 

confirmation of acceptance was sent to the wrong address. Finally our 

certificate was received as a two page A4 document, the second page being 

the certificate in the Welsh language. 

The site’s London based owners, Aquarius Estates, have invited BIT to 

attend a meeting with them possibly to be held in Nottingham but the date 

is yet to be fixed. The on-site situation continues to give cause for concern 

due to ongoing vandalism especially now the school holidays are underway. 

The owners do have a security company supposedly keeping an eye on the 

site and work has been undertaken to further secure the buildings following 

the recent arson attack. However, site access is still very easy and hardly 

likely to deter anyone intent on getting inside the buildings. Most of the 

furnace wall (The Great Wall of Butterley) is heavily overgrown making it 

difficult to establish the degree of deterioration of the stonework 

supporting the houses on Cromford View above it. 

The Trust’s vision for the site has been further developed in recent months 

and it is hoped to try to develop a membership primarily based on former 

employees but also open to anyone else with interest in the project. A 

simple newsletter is to be produced to keep everyone informed about 

further developments.  Let’s hope things begin to move a little faster in 

forthcoming weeks. 

 


