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St Pancras station under construction 

 

Our new look website is now taking shape. Do have a look 

at it : any comments (or corrections) to the newsletter 

editor by e-mail, please. 
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Welcome to our seventh newsletter. We distribute it, mainly by e-mail, 

three or four times a year. Remember : the more items members submit, 

the more we can include in the newsletter. Any member can e-mail items 

to the editor on pcs1003@btinternet.com.  

Members’ Evening 
Our first Members’ Evening took place at Marehay Cricket Club on Friday 

7th October. It was well attended, and of particular interest were the 

excellent buffet, and the first showing of the Butterley DVD which, though 

there is work to do yet, represents an amazing reward for the hours of 

work Mike, Tim and the team have put into it. 

Our Next Talk 
The next talk will be on Wednesday 26th April when Julian Atkinson will 

speak on “Bravery and Deception : The Pentrich Revolt of 1817” in the 

usual venue at the usual time 

Next Meeting 

The next committee meeting will take place on 2nd February at 2.15pm in 

the Ripley Town Council room in the Town Hall. If you have an item for the 

agenda, please let Vera know by 27th January. 

DVMWHS 15 
To celebrate the 15th anniversary of the Derwent valley Mills World 

Heritage Site, there will be a gathering at Strutts in Belper on 11th March. 

We’ve been invited to have a stall, and possibly show the Butterley video. 

Ripley A-Z 
A possible new project is a book on Ripley’s local history based around the 

idea of an A-Z : short articles ranging from Albert Fowler to Ripley Zoo, 

with lots of pictures. 
Any ideas for an aspect of local history beginning with a J would be very 
welcome ! 

 

mailto:pcs1003@btinternet.com
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Travel in (Old) Style 

We are very fortunate in Derbyshire to have access to a number of heritage 
transport centres, the closest being the Midland Railway and Crich 
Tramway Village.  Both offer an excellent day out for the family or the 
enthusiast. 
 
Some very historic and 
important items are maintained 
at the Midland Railway Centre.   
They constitute the vintage train 
which is part of the national 
collection of railway vehicles and 
is housed at the Midland Railway 
Museum at Swanwick Junction.   
Travelling from Butterley Station 
in Ripley, it is the first stop when heading east towards Riddings.   Now 
here is the exciting bit : on two bank holiday weekends each year, the 
vintage train comes out of the museum and visitors get the opportunity to 
sample travel in the Victorian and Edwardian era in the company of re-
enactors who wear period costumes, bringing to life a bygone age where 
people knew how to dress with style. 
 
Just to whet the appetite, here are a few photographs and descriptions of 
some of the carriages you might be able to travel in or to see: 
 

The Lancashire, Derbyshire and 
East Coast Railway Third Class No. 
26 coach was built by Ashbury's of 
Manchester in 1896 for £495.  It 
has a teak frame and wooden 
seats.  The LD and EC Railway was 
a small but interesting one which 
was promoted by local colliery 
owners, in the main, to provide 
better access to markets, being 
known as the “Dukeries Route”. 
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The Midland Brake Third Class No 
253 coach was built at Derby in 
1884 and is typical of many built 
by the Midland Railway company 
for use on ordinary stopping 
trains.   It was used until 1910 
when carriages with lavatories 
were introduced. Before that you 
presumably had to cross your 
legs. In later life it was actually used as a hut for duck shooters until it 
arrived at the Midland Railway Centre where it has been extensively rebuilt 
using original materials recovered from other withdrawn vehicles. 
 
The Midland Third Class No 78 is the oldest carriage in the collection 
having been built in Derby in 1866.   Very interestingly, (especially for the 
passengers!) it was not fitted with brakes. 
It was withdrawn from service in 1890 and its body was sold to become 
part of a bungalow at East Bridgeford until it was rescued in 1983.   
Restoration took a long time as there were few, if any, spare parts from 
similar vehicles.    

 
The Midland Royal Saloon No. 
1910 was built by the Midland 
Railway at Derby in 1912 for King 
George V and furnished by the 
House of Gillow.   The number 
1910 was chosen because that 
was the year of his coronation.   
Later it was used by British 
Railways until 1958 as part of 

the North Wales Land Cruise Train.   Although part of the vintage train, it is 
not yet available for the public to ride in. 
 
The Midland Motor Car Van was built in Derby in 1916 was used for 
carrying motor cars and parcels.   At one time, it carried Rolls Royce chassis 
to the coach builders for the fitting of bodies. 
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Finally, the LMS Horsebox No. 
42608 is part of the train and was a 
familiar sight on our railways until 
about 1968.   Used for transporting 
racehorses and their grooms to 
race meetings it is the only one 
currently operating in preservation.  
It is possible to travel in the 
groom's compartment. 

 
The whole collection is beautifully maintained and is a credit to those 
volunteer craftsman who restore these precious vehicles and keep them 
running for our enjoyment. 
Jim Riley 

 

Ripley at War 

Funded partly by RDHT, this book 

is now available, priced £7. It 

gives details of all but one of the 

202 men on the Ripley War 

Memorial who died in WW1. 

Unlike on other memorials, 

working-class Ripley’s named 

only two officers, both of them 

promoted from the ranks during 

the war. These were ordinary 

men, half of them miners, who 

gave their lives during  (and in 

some cases after) the Great War. 
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This attempt at satirical poetry was found in the archive. There were no 

doubt much less polite versions ! 

Found in the Butterley Archive 
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News from the Butterley Desk   

Article in Country Images 

As many of you already know, a RDHT article entitled ‘Focus on the 

Butterley Company’ appeared in the latest edition of the Country 

Images magazine which has a very wide circulation in the local area. 

Put together as a result of an earlier contact by Mike Frost with the 

magazine’s publishing team, and with assistance from Tim 

Castledine, it outlines the formation and achievements of the 

Company. However the main point of the article was to highlight the 

fact that we are in the process of making a documentary about the 

Company as part of our HLF funded Butterley project. For anyone 

who is unaware of the current position re. its production status, we 

are currently working through the first decade of the 20th century. 

Mike has spent many long hours putting it together so far, but he is 

happy to report that the first century (1790 – 1902) is complete and 

work is beginning of the second part which takes us from 1902 

through to 2009.  

At the end of the article a request was made for the public to 

contribute anything of interest which would be considered useful for 

the project. Whilst we have had many people compliment the Trust 

on its work to make sure that the Company is not forgotten, we 

have had three very significant contributions which are listed below. 

 From Mr George Ratcliffe of Codnor who began work as an 

apprentice underground fitter at Ormonde Colliery in 1940 

eventually becoming a qualified mining engineer, but 

following an accident in which he lost a leg, ended his career 

on the surface. His opinion about the nationalisation of the 
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mines in 1947 is very interesting as it is his firm belief that 

the Company pits were superior to any other in the country, 

that the Company was a first rate employer and as such 

should not have been taken into Government control. 

  

 Mr Brian Schofield of South Wingfield phoned to say that he 

would like to tell his story about a lifetime’s employment 

with the Company, beginning at the Codnor Park Wagon 

Works until closure in 1975, and then with the Bridgeyard 

erectors, erecting Butterley built bridges and structures up 

and down the country. 

 

 We have also been contacted (via a third party) by a 

gentlemen named A. Taylor who was the Works Engineer at 

Waingroves Brickworks up to its closure. He has given us two 

CD’s of video he took in the Works around 1990, showing a 

very comprehensive overview of modern high volume brick 

production. Parts of this will definitely be very useful in our 

DVD. 

Arrangements are now in hand to interview Messrs Ratcliffe and 

Schofield and add them to our growing collection of DVD 

interviews. With luck we will also be able to similarly meet and 

interview Mr Taylor. We are very grateful for them contacting us 

and offering to help. 

Interview with Mr JLF Wright –July 2016 

It is firmly believed that the demise of the once great Butterley 

Company began back in the mid 1960’s with the retirement of the 

Chairman, Mr ‘Monty’ Wright. He was succeeded by the first non-
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Wright Chairman, Mr R.F. Wilberforce with young Mr J.L.F. (John) 

Wright, being appointed vice chairman. John was the 6th generation 

of the Wright family to take control of the Company, but was lacking 

in the industrial and management expertise of his forebears. After a 

short spell in the States at Harvard University he returned to the 

Boardroom with new ideas about the direction the Company should 

take. These were rejected by the Board and (as the story goes) in 

retaliation, he sold his major shareholding to Lord Hanson bringing 

about the takeover in 1968 by the Wiles Group. A further 40 years of 

more takeovers led to the closure of the Company in 2009.  

In July last year, a new vicar was installed at Swanwick Church the 

ceremony being attended by John. Mike Frost arranged for him to 

be interviewed in Ripley Church after the installation with the aim of 

getting the full story out of him. During the interview he told in 

detail why he took 

action he did, in 

particular how he was 

guided by his strong 

Christian beliefs. The 

interview has been 

edited by Mike and a 

DVD is now available 

through RDHT for 

anyone interested in 

taking a look.  
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New Butterley photo album 

As some of our members may know, we have had for a long time in 

our ‘shed’ a very battered large photo album (about A3 size) dating 

back to the period 1930 – 1950. The album comprises of 

approximately 130 excellent photos of Butterley’s bridges and 

structures built and erected during this period. Mike and Tim have 

scanned the photos using our newly bought HLF equipment and 

John (Hardwick) has converted the scanned pdf versions to jpegs. 

The album was handed over to F.F. Allsop & Co, Ilkeston, (printers 

and bookbinders) just before Christmas, who are now in the process 

of repairing it. It is due for completion w/ending February 20th and 

will be used as a display item at the various functions attended by 

RDHT. The work is quite expensive but is being paid for by using 

some of the remaining HLF grant.  

Website work  

The ‘Butterley Desk’ has at long last made a start on filling in the 

RDHT website’s Butterley section. As we are somewhat currently 

short- handed at our desk, this is proving to be a slow job, also 

taking into account the other projects which keep appearing. 

Unfortunately the routine task of cataloguing the outstanding large 

quantity of Butterley documents has also fallen behind, but we press 

on regardless. If anyone is interested in helping at the ‘desk’ please 

contact Tim. We are ‘in residence’ most Thursdays, from 2 – 4 pm – 

everyone welcome !! 
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Codnor Park containers 

In this modern age of the global economy, the worldwide 

transportation of products being totally dependent upon containers, 

we think of the container as a modern invention. RDHT can inform 

the world that this is truly not so. Some months ago, a set of glass 

negative photo plates ended up in the ‘shed’. They show a wide 

range of containers designed by Butterley and fabricated at the 

Codnor Park Wagon Works, These are believed to have been made 

during the 1930’s as one railway 

wagon is clearly dated 1931 and 

glass negatives were still in 

common use at that time.  

Unfortunately we can’t seem to 

remember who donated them 

(note our failure to adhere to 

the Trust’s standard procedure 

for donations). However, Mike Frost’s skill with computers and 

negatives enabled him to put the resulting black and white photos 

onto the computer from which a complete set has now been printed 

and will form part of another Butterley album for use at outside 

events. The photos depict 

some ingenious ideas for 

container design for use on 

flat railway wagons. A few 

examples can be seen in the 

accompanying photos.  
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Denby Hall Drift & Coal Washery  

During Mike and Tim’s recent visit 

to meet the Wright family’s 

archivist, Charles Melville Wright 

at his home near Alderminster, 

Warickshire, amongst the many 

articles they saw was a large cast 

iron plaque, some 60 cms in 

diameter. This depicted the 

opening of a large ‘drift’ shaft at 

Butterley’s Denby Hall colliery in 1945. A photo of the plaque is 

shown below. The drift was a shallow tunnel passing from ground 

level into the bowels of the earth. Normally drift mines were used to 

allow coal to be mined without the needed for a conventional 

vertical shaft, but this had a different use. The Company had built a 

new coal washery at Denby in the early 1940’s  and the idea was 

that coal would be brought by underground conveyor from some of 

the Company’s other pits, namely Ormonde, Ripley and Britain pits, 

to be washed and graded at the washery. Denby’s coal was also 

brought to the surface by the drift. In the event, Ripley and Britain 

pits were soon to be closed after nationalisation in 1947 and the 

idea to transfer Ormande’s coal to the washery never materialised. 

Maybe the whole concept was somewhat a ‘white elephant’, but it 

was war time and decision making at that time can appear illogical 

by today’s standards. Incidentally we have in the shed a very 

comprehensive photo album of the washery under construction. 

Maybe during the next visit to see Mr Wright, Mike and Tim will be 

able to convince him to let us have ‘our’ plaque back!  

 


