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Butterley apprentices traffic watching on Butterley corner on their dinner 

break, c 1960 

(R toL) Roy Parnell, John Hardwick, David Martin, Paul Hatton, and two 

unknowns. 



Welcome to our third newsletter. We distribute it, mainly by e-mail, three or 

four times a year. Remember : the more items members submit, the more we 

can include in the newsletter. Any member can e-mail items to the editor on 

pcs1003@btinternet.com.  

Membership 

We now have 35 members, all but a few of whom are contactable by e-mail. 

Unless specifically requested to send an e-mail to both partners, I shall 

assume that couples will share the e-mail, and send only one to the first e-

mail address on the list. 

Membership cards are available running now until 01.04.2016, and entitle 

members to free entry to RDHT functions, and, of course, this newsletter. 

If you know of anyone who would like to join, please ask them to contact us 

via the website or in the”shed” on Thursday afternoons. The more members 

we have, the more we can do ! 

Programme for 2016 

We’ve been working on planning next year’s programme. Although dates 

have still to be finalised, it will include another Heritage Day, and at least two 

talks, one probably on the railways of the area, including the Butterley 

railways.  

Donating to the Trust 

We are still keen to collect items, especially photographs and documents 

relating to the history of Ripley or the Butterley Company. If you know of 

anyone who would like to donate, please ask them to get in touch. 

 

 
A Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New Year 

to all our members  

   

mailto:pcs1003@btinternet.com


Outram’s Legacy     (Marehay, October 14th) 

The latest RDHT/AVCC talk by Tim Castledine attracted an audience of over 

100 and, aided by a giant raffle, raised over £150 for each organisation. 

Part 1 dealt with the Company’s early development by the founders, Messrs 
Outram, Jessop, Beresford and Wright, continuing with the work of its famous 
Chief Engineers, Brunton, Miller, Glynn and Alleyne from 1808 through to 
1880. This included the development of marine steam engines, draining of 
the Fenlands, rolling armour plating for the Royal Navy’s great ironclad 
warships and the construction of St Pancras Station. Part 1 concluded with 
the death of Queen Victoria in 1901 and the resignation in 1902 of Fitzherbert 
Wright as Managing Director, handing over the position to his nephew Albert 

Leslie Wright. 
Part 2 covered the period 
1902 to 2009.  During this 
time, the Company survived 
two World Wars, the 1912 
Miners Strike, the 1926 
General Strike and the 
1930’s global depression. 
The talk also highlighted 
major events in the 
Company’s history such as 
the 1947 nationalisation of 

the coal mines, the closure of Codnor Park Forge in 1965 followed by the 
closure of the Wagon Works in 1975 and the Foundry in 1986. 
After the retirement in 1966 of Mr ‘Monty’ Wright as Chairman and 
subsequent board changes, the Company was taken over in 1968 by The 
Wiles Group which eventually, after many further takeovers, finally resulted 
in closure in 2009. However during the 20th century, as well as contributing to 
WWII war effort with items such as D-Day’s Mulberry Harbour pontoons, 
frigate keels and Bofors gun carriages, the Company successfully completed 
many other iconic projects such as the Falkirk Wheel and Portsmouth’s 
Spinnaker Tower.  
 
Thanks are extended to Marehay MW staff for the use of the room and for 
helping to make the evening a great success. 

 



Butterley Site Update 

The 13.24 acre site was sold by 

auction on 22nd October for £905,000 

(plus VAT and Commission), 

considerably less than the asking 

price of £1,650,000. The identity of 

the purchaser is still unknown at the 

time of writing. 

Meanwhile, a steering group has 

been formed to try to influence the 

new owners to keep some of the heritage features of the site. The group 

includes Ripley Town Council, Amber Valley Borough Council, Derbyshire 

County Council, Midland Railway Trust, Friends of Cromford Canal and RDHT. 

The group hopes to be able eventually to bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund to 

preserve some parts of the site and make it into a Heritage Centre for the 

area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A 1950s view of a casting leaving the site on a lorry owned by Vaughan of Heage 



“That One Goes to Shropshire..” 

Staff from Derbyshire Record Office mounted a rescue operation on 9th 

October to retrieve a small portion of the records stored on the site. Wearing 

protective gear  

archivists recovered 

some the least damaged 

plans and loaded them 

into a van to take to 

Matlock. 

Since then, archivist 

Mark has been working 

with Tim and the two 

Johns to sort the 

material. Much of it, a little to our disappointment, was material imported 

into Butterley after various mergers in the 1990s, and is not relevant to 

Ripley. It will be offered to the Record Offices in the areas where it originated, 

Cheshire and Shropshire among them. The material dates mostly from the 

1980s, though there are some plans from the 1940s.  

There is much more to be done, and that is not counting the examination of 

other records which remain on the site. 

Butterley Comes to 

London 

Tim recently delivered his “Great 

Wall of Butterley” talk (with 

suitable technical additions) to 

the Newcomen Society at the 

Science Museum in London. He is 

seen here with the Hon. 

Secretary of the Society. 

 

 



Heritage Lottery Project Progress 

We are making 

good progress with 

the HLF Butterley  

Project.  So far we 

have bought a 

video camera, lights 

and microphones 

for conducting 

interviews (which 

will start soon), a 

projector and 

screen and a scanner (pictured) to enable us to put documents and slides on 

to computer ready for inclusion on the new website. 

We are also in discussion with several local firms about redesigning and 

extending our website, www.rdht.org.uk.  

The Ken Holland Collection 

We are grateful to Ken Holland for 

donating to the Trust his collection 

of Butterley and Ripley 

memorabilia. As well as 

photographs and articles, there 

are nearly 40 boxes of slides 

covering subjects like ”Ripley’s 

Hidden Corners”, “Butterley Hall”, 

“Cromford Canal” and many other  

topics of local interest. Our first job will be to sort through the slides to 

decide which need to be digitised before we begin the task of cataloguing 

them. We are confident that they will prove a valuable addition to our image 

library. 

 

 

http://www.rdht.org.uk/


Butterley Co Heritage Day 
 

A Butterley Company Heritage Day was jointly organised by the Ripley & 
District Heritage Trust and ‘Mine2Minds Education’ a ‘not for profit 
‘community organisation set up in April 2015  by Dr David Amos, a former 
Annesley miner and his colleague, Paul Fillingham, to provide education and 
training in the former East Midlands coalfield regions based on its heritage 
and culture.  

 
The event took place 
on a recent stormy 
and very wet 
Saturday afternoon 
beginning with a visit 
by the nineteen 
participants to the 
Butterley Works site, 
being guided around 
by former employees, 
Geoff Kirsopp, John 
Chambers and Tim 
Castledine. After the 
visit, the party retired 
to the Sir Barnes 
Wallis pub on Maple 
Avenue, Ripley where 
Tim gave his talk ‘the 
Great Wall of 
Butterley’ the story of 

Butterley’s blast furnaces and their remains in the form of the 450 ft long 
wall, visible from Butterley Hill. 
 
The talk was followed by an excellent pie and pea supper, provided by ‘mine 
host’ Phil, landlord of the pub. During the meal a series of old Butterley films 
were shown, including the forging and rolling of wrought iron and the 
Sunshine Harvester works at Codnor Park. Facilities for the talk and film show 
were ably organised by Mike Frost of the Heritage Trust. The event concluded 
around 7pm with a good vote of thanks for the organisers.  

 



Ripley Then and Now Photography Project 

 

 

This is the flyer that will accompany Steve as he photographs people and 

places in Ripley. At the end of the project we hope to have a new view of 

the town and its people to compare with the archive photos we hold.    

Note: Steve does NOT look like this ! 

 

 


