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Welcome to our fourth newsletter. We distribute it, mainly by e-mail, three or 

four times a year. Remember : the more items members submit, the more we 

can include in the newsletter. Any member can e-mail items to the editor on 

pcs1003@btinternet.com.  

Rails Around Ripley 

On 13th April, Brian Key gave the latest RDHT/AVCC talk at Marehay Welfare. 

Brian chose to take us on a circular route, leaving Ripley and visiting Butterley 

before heading off to Ambergate, Derby, round by Langley Mill and up the 

Erewash line and back round to Ripley. Most of our travelling was done on lines 

long since disappeared, but Brian’s immense collection of period photographs 

filled in the missing sections, stopping on the way to illustrate even older lines 

like the Crich tramroad and Outram’s  Little Eaton tramway, with its 

containerised wagons. 

Another large audience much appreciated Brian’s talk; no doubt for some there 

would have been evoked memories of trips on the lines, and of watching the 

working engines at the pits; for a few even working on the railways themselves. 
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Butterley Site Update  

The site was sold at auction in October 2015. The new owners are Aquarius 

Estates, a company formed to buy the site with only two directors. It has proved 

very difficult to contact the new owners, a matter which has become increasingly 

urgent as there have been several incidents of vandalism on the site, some of 

which seem to involve archive material being scattered around the site. 

Meanwhile the formation of a Butterley Trust has been discussed at several 

meetings, involving Ripley Town Council, Derbyshire County Council, The Friends 

of Cromford Canal, The Midland Railway Trust and RDHT. It is hoped that the 

group will be able to formally bring into existence soon a Trust dedicated to 

saving part of the Butterley site as a museum and visitor attraction, with the 

long-term aim of opening up to visitors the “Wide Hole” and part at least of the 

Butterley tunnel. 

Heritage Lottery Fund Progress 

We have bought two scanners – a high 

quality A4 model and an A3 overhead 

model – and a large hard drive for backup 

storage.  We have appointed a local firm, 

Full Circle, to redesign the website, and 

this is ongoing. At the same time Mike has 

been working with Tim and the two Johns 

on the Butterley DVD, and a first draft of 

the first half of it is now complete. 

 

 

 

 

 
Factoid : Did You Know That…….. 

Before the First World War one of Ripley’s industries was the horsehair 

factory in Wellington Street, employing both men and women. 



Heage Windmill 

Heage Windmill, which began its working life in 1798, is the only working six 

sailed, stone towered mill in the country. Last August, a routine inspection 

revealed excessive wet rot in the main timbers supporting the sails and the 

fantail. Fortunately the mill was able to stay open to receive visitors until the end 

of the season on October 31st, but the sails remained in situ as a static display. By 

November both the sails and fantail had been removed, the sails being taken to 

covered premises in Ambergate where volunteers of Friends of the Windmill 

undertook the massive task of stripping, repairing and repainting them. This 

involved over 500 

man hours of work, 

saving well over 

£10,000 if it had 

been done 

professionally. The 

contracting 

millwright took the 

old fantail to their 

workshops near 

Skegness, using it as 

a pattern to build a 

new one. 

A fund raising target 

of £50,000 was set to help cover the repair costs, (TAMA – Trouble At Mill 

Appeal) which has now been exceeded by several thousands of pounds, following 

two very generous £10,000 donations by John Kirkland (Bowmer & Kirkland) and 

Derbyshire County Council. The remainder has been raised by the Fund Raising 

Committee involving organised events and local collections (RDHT having 

contributed £100 early on in the Appeal), a massive success story considering 

that the overall target was achieved in just under nine months. 

Repair work is now well advanced, the refurbished sails are stacked in the car 

park along with a completely new fantail assembly. It is hoped to get back into 

 



working operation before the end of May when Heage Windmill flour will again 

be on sale. 

In the meantime, the mill is 

open each weekend from 11 

am to 4 pm for guided tours, 

including the unique 

opportunity to view at ground 

level the massive 30 ft long by 

6ft wide sails before they are 

lifted back into position to 

once again dominate the local 

skyline. 

If you have yet to visit the windmill, don’t hesitate to do so, you will certainly be 

amazed by what you see. 

Photos – Anthony Sharpe (HWS) 

Codnor Park Steelworks - 

A Venture Too Far 
 
In 1874, as a result of many engine room explosions, the Admiralty requested the 
Butterley Co to produce marine boilers in steel instead of wrought iron. 
Over the next decade, the Company invested over £100,000 to establish a 
steelworks in the Forge at Codnor Park, installing two Siemens Martin Open 
Hearth furnaces each of twenty tons capacity. 
 
Steel had first been made at Butterley back in the 1840’s but little had become of 
this work. In the 1850’s the Company agreed to take a license from Henry 
Bessemer to use his newly designed converter but all was not well with the 
process and so it was not installed.  
Unfortunately, steel production at the Forge ran into difficulties from the very 
beginning. The Company’s local iron ores used to produce pig iron for 
steelmaking were running out and what was available was not really suitable for 
‘acid’ steel production, being too high in the elements phosphorus and sulphur. 

 



This made it necessary to buy in at high cost, special haematite ores from 
Cumbria and Spain. The competitors in Sheffield were able to use their local ores 
as they were making ‘basic’ steel in their now proven Bessemer converters. It 
was many years before the steel industry overcame the problems of making 
‘basic’ steel in Siemens Martin furnaces 

The Company’s hopes for making 
‘basic’ steel were pinned upon using 
pig iron from their recently acquired 
Silverdale Works situated near Stoke 
on Trent, but again after many tests, 
even this was not successful. In spite 
of all the problems, four qualities of 
‘acid’ steel were made : Butterley 
Steel for ships, bridges and girders, 
Butterley Steel Boiler for boilers, 
Butterley Steel Rivet for rivets and 
Butterley Steel Cable for cable and 
chains. 
 
Production costs were at the heart of 
some critical letters written by Joseph 
Cook, the Forge Manager to the 
Managing Director Mr Fitzherbert 
Wright. At the turn of the century in 
1902, Mr Leslie Wright took over 
from Fitzherbert. The steelworks 
became even less competitive as 
other manufacturers had modernised 
and adopted new production 

processes. Eventually in January 1907, Mr Cooke sent a highly critical letter to 
the Board highlighting the Directors failure to invest in new plant and equipment 
and pointing out that the furnaces used 50% more fuel than modern ones and 
the plate mill was exactly as it was when installed in 1884. 
The Steelworks closed on December 31st 1907, and Mr Cook’s tenure as Forge 
Manager also drew to a premature close. 

T. J. Castledine 
November 2015 

 

 

Pictured in July 1950 are Tom Bradley 

who had worked at Codnor Park for 

58 years, and Old Albert, who had 

clocked up 62 years work.

 



Ripley Co-op Project 

Ripley Co-operative Society (originally Butterley Co-operative Society)was formed 
in 1860 by four Butterley workers during their lunch break.They each put in 5/- 
(25p) ;therefore the original investment was just £1. 
The first sixty years of the Society has been recorded in the Jubilee Historyof the 
Ripley Provident Industrial and Co-operative Society.  However the Trust is 
hoping to complete the history up to the time of its amalgamation with 
theLangley Mill Society in the early 1960's.   
If there are any members who haveartefacts, photographs, records, memorabilia 
they would like to loan or donateto the Trust all would be most welcome.  
Additionally if any member would liketo be involved with the project please get 
in touch with the Trust. The second part of this history will provide an important 
documentation of one of the mostsuccessful local enterprises of its time.     
      Joyce Slack 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Factoid : Did You Know That…….. 

St Pancras Station was built with nearly 7,000 tons of wrought and cast iron, 
produced at Codnor Park Forge and Butterley Foundry.  
 

 



Membership 
 
Our membership now stands at 46, thanks to Joyce’s recruiting efforts at the 

“Rails Around Ripley” talk. We’d like to welcome new members and encourage 

them to come along to the Town Hall between 2pm and 4pm on Thursday 

afternoons to see what we are doing, and lend a hand if they can. 

New membership cards are in the process of being issued, and cards and 

membership forms can be obtained from the Town Hall or by contacting Pete on 

pcs1003@btinternet.com.  

Crossley Park Open Day 

Organised by the Friends of Crossley Park, the Open Day will take place on 19th 

June, and RDHT will have a stall, another chance for people to see what we are 

doing. 

Pentrich Revolution Group 

Plans for the Bicentenary celebrations include the publishing of old and new 
books on the subject, commemorative coins, stamps and first day covers, and 
thirteen walks in the area of the original march and also a walk in the area of 
Australia to where some of the men were deported and then settled. 

There are also plans for a weekend of celebration, with entertainment on the 
weekend of the original march with descendants of the revolutionaries from 
around the world,  plays, poetry, re-enactment, musical renditions, art, 
competitions, historical renditions as well as a documentary on the subject. 

The whole event will be commemorated by the production of historical plaques 
to be placed along the route of the march, starting in South Wingfield and 
including stopping points along the route to where the men where finally 
apprehended in Giltbrook. There will also be plaques at Sutton in Ashfield the 
home of the leader of the march and Derby where the trials took place and some 
of the men were executed. The project will extend to the living and working 
places where the transported victims ended their days in Australia. 
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